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Chapter 1 
End of Summer 

  
Erin woke up and stared at the ceiling as the early 

morning sun peeked over the horizon and slowly lit up the 
room. The colors in the room went from black, to shadowy 
grey, to soft white. Kim was still asleep in bed next to her, and 
Erin could hear her soft breathing over the other sounds of 
early fall float in through the window. Her eyes scanned their 
bedroom, closely inspecting everything as if this was the last 
time she would ever see the room this way again. 

In a way, she was right. Today was the end of summer 
and the first day of school at Rivers End Elementary and 
Middle School. The last 13 days had been the longest and the 
most excruciatingly slow time for Erin in her entire 11 years 
and 11 months of life. 

She and her younger sister, Kim, had been grounded for 
the last 13 days, which ruined the rest of the summer. They 



Hidden Hollow Five: The Tinkerer’s Tressure (Contest Version - Book 3) Copyright © 2022   James R. Lewis.   Youth Inspired Publishing, LLC 
 

 2 

weren’t even allowed to leave the house or do anything else 
that was fun.  

And all of this seemed so unfair because she, Kim, and the 
rest of the Hidden Hollow Five had singlehandedly saved the 
Old Coontz Mill Park for the city of Rivers End. And what 
was their reward? Grounded for the rest of the summer. 
Amanda, Becky and Matt—the rest of the Hidden Hollow 
Five—were also grounded. That meant no cell phones, no 
canoeing, nothing! The only positive? At least they were all in 
this mess together. 

Sure, solving the mystery of the Old Coontz Mill was 
probably a little dangerous, but it was worth it to save the park 
for the city of Rivers End. Right!? But, all the parents had 
gotten together and decided that being grounded until school 
started was a fair punishment for the five kids. 

‘Not fair,’ thought Erin, ‘not even a little bit!” 
She slowly sat up and stretched in a long, lazy stretch. 

Then she glanced down and saw her cell phone on her bedside 
table. 
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“Hi there, old friend,” she said to herself as she picked it 
up from the table. She pressed the middle button and saw that 
she had a full charge and service.  

“What?” Kim turned over, blinking sleepily at her big 
sister. 

“Oh nothing,” answered Erin, “Mom must have put my 
phone here while we were asleep last night.” She paused as 
she studied the phone’s screen. “I guess this means that we’re 
not grounded anymore.” 

Kim shot out of bed. “You’re right! We start school 
today!” 

Erin thought she sounded just a little too excited. At eight, 
Kim was technically three years younger than Erin and going 
into third grade. However, because Erin would turn twelve 
next month (and Kim wouldn’t turn nine until December), 
Erin figured, at one point, they were four years apart. 

Kim had long blonde hair and was as skinny as a rail. Her 
golden blonde hair was changing to a more reddish, brown 
color like Erin’s a little more every day. 

 Erin got up and walked over to one of the windows in the 
circular sunroom attached to their bedroom. The sky was 
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clear blue and the sun was shining brightly through the 
windows and onto the hardwood floor. She looked over at 
their neighbor Annabelle’s house and saw her sitting on her 
back porch holding Sniffles, her pet rabbit, on her lap. 
Annabelle looked up and waved, and Erin waved back. 

Kim came over to the window and waved to Annabelle. 
Leaning out the window, she yelled, “Hi Annabelle!” 

Annabelle waved again and said something short, which 
Erin figured was ‘Hi!’ or ‘Good Morning!’ but it was too hard 
to know for sure with the distance across the yard. 

Erin and Kim had helped Annabelle—their next door 
neighbor—recover her lost fortune when they had first arrived 
in Rivers End, just over a month ago. They had also 
discovered Annabelle’s secret playroom, which, ironically, 
had a hidden doorway entrance in their bedroom! During the 
search for the treasure, the girls’ boathouse had burnt down 
and the carpenters who rebuilt it helped them also put 
together a large treehouse. Erin, Kim, Amanda, Becky, and 
Matt decided it would be the Hidden Hollow Five’s clubhouse 
and meeting area. All in all, it had been a pretty exciting 
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summer for the two sisters, but now, unfortunately, it was all 
coming to an end. 

“It’s time for you two to get up,” shouted their dad from 
the bottom of the stairs. “Make sure you make your bed and 
pick up your room before you come down. Breakfast will be 
ready in a few minutes.” 

“I am hungry,” Kim said with a big smile. 
“You’re always hungry,” replied Erin. 
“So what!?! I am always hungry. Hey, when we get done 

with our room, I’ll race you downstairs!” 
They quickly got dressed, made their bed and picked up 

their room. Just as they were tossing the last toy in their bin, 
Erin inched her way to the door. “I’ll beat you downstairs!” 

She pulled open the door, squeezed through and slammed 
it shut behind her, not waiting even for a second before bolting 
for the stairs. Behind her, she could hear Kim scrambling. 

“Hey! Not fair!” 
By the time Erin had reached the back stairs—the ones 

that led directly to the kitchen pantry—Kim had ran to the 
grand stairway by the front of the house. Erin raced down the 
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stairs, and Kim slid down the rail to the bottom. Kim liked to 
call it ‘riding the rail.’ 

When Kim ran into the kitchen, Erin was already sitting 
in her chair with a satisfied smile on her face. 

“Ha, ha,” Erin sing-songed as Kim slid into her chair. 
Kim nudged her with her elbow. “Not fair!” 
Erin just smiled and took a bite out of her toast. 
“What’s not fair?” Mom asked. She put down her paper, 

a quizzical look on her face. 
“Erin got a head start in our race to the kitchen,” Kim 

pouted as she grabbed a piece of toast from the plate and 
scooped some jelly on it. “I would have won, but she cheated.” 

“Never!” Erin replied with a smile. “I always beat you.” 
“Nah-uh!” said Kim. “You hardly ever win!” 
“That’s about enough out of the two of you,” Dad spoke 

sternly, but a smile crept up at the corners of his mouth. “I’m 
so glad you two are starting school today. You’re starting to 
drive us crazy with your bickering these last two weeks.” 

“If we weren’t grounded, we would have been out of your 
hair all this time!” Erin smirked.  
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“That’s enough of that as well. You both know why you 
were grounded. Your mom and I hope you both learned a 
lesson from this summer’s events.” 

“I guess,” replied Erin. She shrugged her shoulders but 
nodded her head. 

Mom looked up at the clock on the wall and then stood 
up. 

“I packed you both a lunch. You need to head out to the 
road right away. The bus will be here in about five minutes, 
and if you’re not out there, the bus driver will drive on. You 
don’t want to miss the bus on your first day of school, do you?” 

Erin tilted her head to the side and gave Mom a look like 
she was considering it. Her mom chuckled and nodded in the 
direction of the door. The girls quickly put their dishes in the 
sink, brushed their teeth, stuffed the lunches into their 
backpacks and raced out and around the house to their 
driveway. They had a long, circular drive with two stone 
pillars framing the entrance at the bottom. On the top of each 
pillar was a stone lion. There was a gate attached to each pillar 
but they were never closed. 
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Erin beat Kim to the main road, and took one step out on 
to the street to see if the bus was in sight. Kim stepped forward 
with her. Neither of the girls noticed Annabelle standing in the 
shadow of one of the big oak trees lining the road. 

“Good morning, young ladies,” she said startling the two 
of them. 

Both of the kids jumped at the sound of her voice and 
twirled around. They smiled when they saw Annabelle, and 
Kim ran up to her and gave her a big hug. 

“Where have you two been hiding the past couple of 
weeks?” asked Annabelle. “I only caught a glimpse of you 
from the window.”  

“Grounded,” mumbled Erin. 
“Because of that Mill Park incident?” 
“Yeah,” answered Kim. 
Annabelle pulled her hand out from behind her back, and 

in it were two small lunch bags, each with their names 
stenciled neatly on the front.  

“I made you some chocolate chip cookies for your first day 
of school,” she said holding out the bags for the girls. 
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“Yay!” said Kim enthusiastically. She grabbed the bag 
with her name. “I am hungry!” 

Annabelle chuckled as she handed Erin her bag. Erin 
quickly unzipped her backpack, tucked the treat next to her 
lunch. 

“What do you say?” The girls heard their dad’s voice as 
both he and Mom came down the driveway. 

“Thank you, Annabelle,” they chorused. 
“Here comes the bus!” said Mom.  
The big, yellow bus squeaked to a noisy stop in front of 

them. Erin peered through the windows and spotted Amanda 
and Matt sitting across the way from each other about midway 
back and Becky about a third of the way back. There were 
about twenty kids on the bus. 

Kim raced ahead of Erin, waving as she ran. She sat down 
in the bench next to Becky, still holding the bag of cookies that 
Annabelle had given her.  

Erin got on much slower than Kim, carefully scrutinizing 
each face as she walked down the aisle. Most of the kids—
except Matt and Amanda—were younger than her. There 
was one pretty big kid sitting about two rows behind Kim and 
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Becky. He had sandy-colored hair, blue eyes and was taller 
than most of the kids on the bus. He had to be at least five feet, 
eight or nine inches tall, Erin thought—a seventh or eighth-
grader. As Erin watched, he stood and waltzed over to the seat 
behind Kim and Becky. He reached over Kim’s shoulder and 
grabbed the bag of cookies out of her hand. 

“What have you got here, kid?” He opened the bag to 
inspect the contents. 

“Hey!” exclaimed Kim. “GIVE ME THAT BACK!” 
“Chocolate chip cookies?” The boy pulled out a cookie 

and turned it over in his hand. “You’ve got to pay a toll to ride 
on my bus, kid.” 

He was about to take a bite but stopped when he heard 
Erin’s voice. 

“Put it back and give the bag back to my sister,” she said. 
Her voice was low and quiet but had a determined, no-
nonsense quality to it. 

As she spoke, she moved closer to the boy. Matt was 
behind the big kid waving his hands madly, trying to signal 
her to stop, but she wasn’t having any of it. She was not about 
to let anyone bully her little sister.  
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“Oh yeah?” The bully turned toward Erin. He was tall 
enough to almost see eye-to-eye to her as she approached his 
seat. “What are you going to do about it?”  

Without hesitation, Erin took both hands and pushed the 
boy hard on the chest. He stumbled sideways and backward, 
and as he did, Matt stuck his foot out and tripped him. He fell 
on his butt with an astonished look on his face. The kids 
around him started to laugh. Erin walked up, snatched the bag 
and cookie from his hand, and gave them back to Kim. Then 
she turned back to the bully and offered her hand to help him 
get up, but he slapped her hand away and scrambled to his 
seat, glaring at her the whole way. Erin shrugged her 
shoulders and sat down in the seat next to Amanda and across 
the aisle from Matt. 

“You really made an enemy of Jeremiah Williams,” 
Amanda whispered. “He’s been the class bully since 
kindergarten.” 

“I will not let my little sister be bullied by anybody,” 
replied Erin as she took off her backpack and settled onto the 
seat. 
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Matt reached across the aisle and tapped Erin on the 
shoulder. He secretly held out his hand and Erin gave him a 
quiet high five. 

The whole exchange between Erin and Amanda, and the 
high five from Matt, did not go unnoticed. Jeremiah Williams 
was sitting sideways in his seat and glared at the three of them, 
his gaze unwavering. 

Erin looked over at him and saw him glaring. She gave 
him the sweetest smile she could muster. Jeremiah just glared 
for another second or two and then turned back to face the 
front of the bus. Erin turned her gaze toward the front of the 
bus, and she saw the driver looking at her through the 
rearview mirror. The driver gave a slight nod, letting Erin 
know she had witnessed the whole incident. Erin smiled back 
and then turned toward Amanda. 

“How many more kids do we pick up before we get to the 
school?” she asked her friend. 

“Oh, just two more around the bend and then clear 
sailing!” Without waiting for Erin or Matt to reply, she 
continued. “You, Matt and I are in the same classroom. Ms. 
Janz is our main teacher, but we will have other teachers 
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depending on the subjects we’re taking. I had my daddy check 
the class rosters for me. He’s the mayor, you know. He can get 
that sort of information any time he wants.” 

As she paused to take a breath Matt cut in. “Yeah, yeah, 
Amanda. We know who your dad is.” 

“Why, Mathew Collins, how rude!” exclaimed Amanda. 
“I wasn’t even talking to you.” 

Matt turned toward the front of the bus with a smirk on 
his face. 

Erin looked first at Amanda, then Matt and then laughed. 
“Come on, guys! Let’s not start this again—not on the first day 
of school.”  

She turned to look out the window. “It’s been the longest 
two weeks of my life! And besides, we’re the Hidden Hollow 
Five. Remember?” 

Matt and Amanda nodded their heads but continued to 
stare ahead, refusing to look at each other. 

For the rest of the trip to school, the three of them rode in 
silence.  
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Chapter 1 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
Who are the characters we’ve met in the story so far?  
 
How would you describe Erin and Kim? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
We have two main characters, Erin and Kim. How are the sisters alike? 
How are they different? Make a Venn-Diagram to describe their 
characteristics (and keep adding to it as the story continues). 
 
What happened to Erin and Kim on the bus? How do you think that 
made them feel? 
 
5 & 6th Grade 
Of our two main characters, Erin and Kim, one is more logical/rational 
and the other is more spontaneous. Which is which? And why? Write a 4-
5 sentence response using specific details and page numbers from the 
chapter to support your reasoning. 
 
Who is Jeremiah Williams and what happens between him and the sisters? 
How do you think Erin felt in that moment? How do you think Jeremiah 
felt? Are their feelings different or similar? Explain. 
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Chapter 2 

Rivers End School 

 
Kim stared out the window as the bus approached the 

school. She wrinkled her nose as she inspected the old 
building. 

“It must be at least a hundred years old,” she said to 
Becky. 

“The school was built in the 1920’s,” Becky replied. “So, 
you’re probably right.”  

Kim’s eyes traveled from the ground to the roof of the 
school. It was three stories high and had a huge stairway 
entrance located in the center of the building. There was a 
wheelchair ramp on the right side of the staircase that snaked 
back and forth up to the entrance. There were also a lot of 
kids sitting on the stairs, milling around on the playground and 
lining up at the door. 

All three floors of the building were nothing but windows. 
On the left side was a huge silo type of structure attached to 
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the back corner. It was as tall as the school with a diameter of 
about fifteen feet across. An enclosed ramp was on each floor 
of the building, allowing access from the main school building 
into the silo. 

“What is that?” Kim asked Becky, pointing to the silo. 
“It’s a fire escape slide,” answered Becky. “That top 

room”—she pointed to the set of third-story windows next to 
the silo—will be our third-grade classroom. There’s a really 
cool slide inside the silo that we’ll get to slide down whenever 
we have a fire drill. Some lucky kid gets to monitor the class 
as they slide down and be the last to leave the building, and 
another lucky kid will be the first to slide down and kick the 
door open at the bottom. My first-grade class was on the first 
floor. It wasn’t as much fun as it will be when we get to slide 
down from the top. I can’t wait for our first fire drill!” 

“Cool!” exclaimed Kim. 
“Yeah,” came a voice from behind them. “And if you get 

stuck going down, all the kids will ram into you and pop you 
out at the bottom like a Nerf Blaster.” 

Both Becky and Kim spun around. Jeremiah was sitting 
behind them again, with his chin resting on the top of their 
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seat. From across the bus, Erin had seen him inch forward. 
She lowered her eyebrows and then stood, walked forward, 
and slid into the seat right next to him, forcing him to move 
over to make room. 

“He’s not bothering you two, is he?” she asked pointing 
her thumb in Jeremiah’s direction. She looked at Kim and 
Becky then stared directly at Jeremiah. She held her gaze for 
just a moment and then smiled at him and held out her hand. 

“I think we got off on the wrong foot,” she said. “I’m Erin 
Lewis and this is my little sister, Kim. We’re new at Rivers 
End and are looking forward to meeting a lot of new kids.” 

Jeremiah looked down at her hand, back up at her face 
and then hesitantly took her hand and shook it. 

“I—I’m Jeremiah Williams,” he stammered, pulling his 
hand away quickly. 

Erin reached into her backpack and took out a chocolate 
chip cookie. “Here,” she said, pressing it into the boy’s hand. 
As she did that, the bus came to a complete stop and the door 
flew open. The kids on the bus started to exit, so Erin, Kim 
and Becky immediately got up and stepped forward. 
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“You looked like you really wanted one of our cookies,” 
Erin said, looking back at him as she waited for her turn to 
exit. 

Jeremiah didn’t respond and turned the cookie over again 
in his palm. When Erin turned to exit the bus, he held out his 
arm, stopping Matt just as he was just about to pass him in the 
aisle. 

“You better watch your step, Mathew Collins,” he glared 
up at Matt. “I know you tripped me on purpose and I’ll get 
even with you.” 

Matt just stared down at the bully and then pushed his 
way past him without saying anything. 

Out on the playground, the Hidden Hollow Five grouped 
together. A number of kids walked past them and said ‘hi’ to 
Matt, Amanda, or Becky. They were curious about the new 
kids with them, but most of them were too shy to approach. 

After a few minutes, a bell rang over the outdoor speakers. 
All of the kids started up the main stairs and headed toward 
their classrooms. When they entered the building, Erin took 
Kim’s hand and led her toward the main office so that they 
could check in. Just as they reached the door to the office, the 
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bus driver came out. She gave Erin a strange look but kept on 
walking toward the exit. Erin watched her all the way to the 
exit but the lady never turned back around. 

Kim turned the handle to the office and the two of them 
entered. There was a tall, heavy set man standing by the 
counter with his arms crossed over his chest. 

“Hello,” said Erin, “we’re the Lewis sisters, and we were 
told that we needed to report to the school office before going 
to class this morning.” 

“I’m Martin Burke, the vice principal here at Rivers End 
Elementary and Middle School. I heard there was quite a 
ruckus on the bus this morning involving you two and 
Jeremiah Williams.” 

He kept his arms crossed and stared down at the two of 
them as if he was expecting a response, but before they could 
reply, he added, “I can’t have that kind of behavior here in 
my school.” 

“That bully stole my cookies,” Kim blurted out, looking 
defiantly up at the vice principal. “And Erin got them back for 
me!”  
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“Well, as I said, we can’t have that kind of behavior in our 
school. No bullying or retaliation for bullying. Do I need to 
call Jeremiah here to the office to get this settled?” 

“No sir,” responded Erin, “we settled it all on the bus. 
Everything is fine, and I even gave him one of our cookies as 
a peace offering.” 

Mr. Burke reached over, picked up a big old microphone 
that was sitting on the counter and flipped two switches. 

“Ms. Janz and Mr. Morris?” He hesitated for a second 
until they both responded over the loud speaker and then 
added, “I’m sending two new students up to your classrooms. 
Ms. Janz you’re getting an Erin Lewis and Mr. Morris you’re 
getting a Kimberly Lewis.” He turned off the intercom and 
stared down at the two of them for a moment before speaking. 

“I don’t want any more incidents here at school or on the 
bus,” he glared first at Erin and then Kim. “Is that clear?” 

“Yes sir,” they answered together. 
With that, he explained which classrooms they were 

supposed to go to, filled out a hall pass for each of them and 
told them to go to class. 
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When they left the office and closed the door, Erin looked 
at Kim. “Phew! That was close. I hope he doesn’t call Mom 
and Dad about this, or we’ll get grounded again.” 

Kim groaned. “That would be horrible!” 
“Come on! Let’s get to our classes.” 
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Chapter 2 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
Have you ever been to a new school? What was your first day like? If you 
haven’t, imagine you’re Kim and Erin. How would you feel on the first 
day? 
 
Where do the girls go first when they get to school? What happens there? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Make a prediction: How do you think Jeremiah will act toward the girls at 
school? 
 
Make an inference: In this chapter, the girls talk to the Vice Principal. 
How does he feel toward the girls? How do you know? 
 
5 & 6th Grade 
What do you think about the Vice Principal’s perspective—it is reasonable 
for him to be upset with the girls? Why or why not? Justify your answer 
using support from the text. 
 
Consider the conflict between Jeremiah and Erin so far. Do you think Erin 
is being sincere? Why or why not? Use evidence from the text to support 
your reasoning. 
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Chapter 3 
The Incident 

 
Erin’s classroom was different from her classes at Starbuck 

Middle School in Racine, Wisconsin. In Racine, they had a 
homeroom, and then they traveled from classroom to 
classroom depending on the subject. At Rivers End, they 
stayed in the same classroom, and the teachers traveled to each 
classroom instead of the students. Erin wasn’t sure how she felt 
about that. It was nice going to other classrooms for each 
subject, and the teachers in Racine had always decorated their 
rooms for the class. This was just, well, different.  

She inspected the classroom. There were brightly-
decorated bulletin boards on every wall, each with a different 
theme and each matching the subjects they would learn this 
year. The teacher introduced herself to Erin as Ms. Janz when 
she arrived and then introduced Erin to the class. Erin had to 
tell them a little about herself before she was assigned her desk. 
There were about twenty-five students in her class, with eleven 
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boys and fourteen girls. Matt and Jeremiah were among the 
boys, and Amanda was one of the girls. Erin was relieved 
when the teacher assigned her a desk right next to Amanda. 
Matt sat two seats behind Amanda and Jeremiah was in the 
back corner of the room. 

There was plenty of natural light in the room from the 
huge windows all along the outside wall. The ceiling was about 
ten feet high, and there was a whiteboard and a chalkboard in 
the front of the room by the teacher’s desk and bulletin boards 
on the other two walls. In the back, there was a closet door 
which stood open. Erin could see a bunch of school supplies 
and books stored on shelves in the closet.  

“This is a lot different than back home,” she whispered to 
Amanda. She quickly explained how she traveled from 
classroom to classroom at her former school. 

“That sounds like fun,” said Amanda with a smile. “But 
you’ll get used to our way of doing things. Besides, Rivers End 
is your home now, so you’ll have to get used to it.” 

Amanda said all of this in her sing-song voice, the voice 
that Erin had now become accustomed to, and ended with a 
little giggle. 
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“I guess so,” Erin smiled back at her. 
The rest of the morning they spent collecting textbooks, 

school supplies and organizing their desks. They were 
assigned a locker in the hall, and Erin was disappointed to 
discover her locker was next to Jeremiah’s. Matt and 
Amanda’s lockers were down the hall and around the corner 
from hers. When Jeremiah stopped at his locker, he didn’t say 
anything to Erin; in fact, he didn’t even look at her. 

When the lunch bell rang, they grabbed their lunches and 
headed to the cafeteria. Erin looked around for Kim, but it 
seemed like only older kids like her were in the room. She 
figured that they had different lunch periods. 

Erin sat next to Matt, Amanda and two other girls at a 
table in the center of the room. Erin looked around and 
spotted Jeremiah, who sat by himself at a table in the back of 
the room. None of the other kids spoke to him or even looked 
at him. Jeremiah kept glaring out at the other tables, his head 
moving back and forth in a slow, even manner. When he 
noticed Erin looking at him, he stopped and glared at her. 
Erin just stared back at him until he lost the contest and looked 
away. 
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“That was weird,” Erin commented to the table. 
“What was?” asked Matt. 
“Jeremiah is sitting in the corner by himself, and nobody 

is saying anything to him. Or even looking at him for that 
matter,” she answered. “He’s just sitting there glaring at 
everyone.” 

“You didn’t look at him, did you?” asked Matt. 
“Of course I did,” answered Erin. “How do you think I 

saw all that?” 
“Did he see you looking at him?” asked Matt 

incredulously. 
Erin looked over at Jeremiah and caught him briefly 

glancing at her, but he quickly looked away.  
“Yup,” said Erin proudly. “We had a stare-down, and he 

lost. He looked away first.” 
“Oh no,” Matt groaned. “Didn’t we tell you that he’s the 

class bully?! He already threatened me this morning, and it’s 
only the first day of school!” 

“Don’t you worry about Jeremiah Williams,” boasted 
Erin. “I’ve got him all figured out.” 
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She said this with confidence that impressed everyone at 
the table. 

“See!” exclaimed Amanda, “I told you Erin was someone 
special.” 

Erin blushed but didn’t comment on what Amanda had 
said. 

The rest of the lunch was pretty ordinary and went by 
quickly. Erin asked where the restrooms were, and Amanda 
offered to show her. When they got up, Erin noticed that 
Jeremiah was no longer at his table. 

When they left the lunchroom and stepped out into the 
hall, they noticed Jeremiah was about forty feet away, 
standing with a man. The man was fairly short, maybe five 
foot seven inches tall, and looked to be in his thirties. Maybe 
a janitor or a maintenance man, Erin thought. He wore a set 
of coveralls and held a mop in one hand and a bucket in the 
other. Jeremiah had him cornered and was all up in his face 
in a menacing manner. It looked like he was threatening the 
man, and Erin could tell it was working because the man’s face 
was scrunched up and his arms were crossed over his chest 
defensively. 
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Erin started toward the two, but Amanda grabbed her 
arm and adamantly shook her head trying to tell her to stay 
out of it. Erin was having none of it. She pulled her arm away 
and approached the two of them from behind Jeremiah. As 
she got closer, she could hear him. 

“You’re an idiot. Just look at you!” he said. “You’re 
worthless, and you’ll do as I say, or I’ll march you right up to 
Mr. Burke’s office.” 

“I, I, I don’t th—th—think that wo—wo—would be 
necessary,” the man stuttered. 

He looked as if he was about to cry. 
“Awe, the little baby is gunna cry,” taunted Jeremiah. 
Erin had heard enough. She stepped around Jeremiah 

and stood in front of the maintenance man, facing the bully. 
She was so close; she could smell his breath. He was several 
inches taller than she was, but she held her ground and stared 
directly into Jeremiah’s eyes. 

“That’s enough out of you,” she said in a low and steady 
voice. “You will back off right now.” 

Jeremiah was so surprised to see Erin, the anger and rage 
drained from his body. He was momentarily taken aback at 
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the sight of her standing there. He looked deflated as the rage 
slowly left him. 

He turned toward the janitor. “You haven’t heard the last 
of this, Bobby,” he threatened. 

He gave one last look at Erin and stomped off toward the 
school cafeteria without saying another word. 

“Th—th—thanks,” the janitor stuttered, getting the girls’ 
attention. “I, I, I re—re—really appreciate wh—wh—what 
you did for me.” 

He smiled at the two of them and held out his hand to 
shake theirs, but noticed he was still clutching the pail. He 
quickly put it down, wiped his hand on his coveralls and held 
it out again for them to shake. Both Erin and Amanda shook 
his hand and smiled back at him. 

“What was that all about?” asked Erin. 
“I, I, I, g—got in hi—hi—his way when he, he, wanted to 

g—g—get in the ba—bathroom.” answered the janitor. 
“Well, my name is Erin Lewis and she is Amanda 

Thompson,” said Erin nodding her head toward Amanda. 
Amanda stepped forward and smiled. 
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“M—my na—na—name is B—Bobby Jones,” he said, 
“a—a—again, I re—really ap—appreciate wh—wh—what 
you d—d—did for me.” 

Erin gave him a warm smile. “Of course, Bobby. And if 
Jeremiah ever bothers you again, just let us know. We’ll take 
care of it.” 

Erin wasn’t exactly sure what she could do about 
Jeremiah’s bullying, but she was confident that she and the 
rest of the Hidden Hollow Five could handle it. 

Bobby nodded and smiled at the two of them. The 
overhead bell startled the three of them, signaling that they 
had to return to their classroom. 

“We’ve got to get back to class,” said Amanda. “We’ve 
only got five minutes.” 

The two of them turned and headed down the hallway 
just as s bunch of other students burst through the door of the 
cafeteria. 

Erin looked back at Bobby and waved to him, and he gave 
her a big smile in return. 
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Chapter 3 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
What does it mean if someone is a ‘bully’? How could we describe a bully? 
 
How do you think Bobby (the janitor) felt when Erin came to help him? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Do you think Erin did the right thing by standing up for the janitor against 
Jeremiah? Why or why not? 
 
Make a prediction: What do you think will happen next between Erin and 
Jeremiah? 
 
5 & 6th Grade 
There are three parts in a bullying situation: The Perpetrator, The Victim, 
and the Bystander. What is The Bystanders role? What are the benefits 
and risks? 
 
“Erin’s actions put her at risk and created more conflict between her and 
Jeremiah.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Why or why 
not? Support your reasoning with examples from the text.
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Chapter 4 
School Day 

 
Kim’s third-grade classroom was very similar to Erin’s in 

that it had the same ten-foot ceilings, the outside wall with 
huge windows, a whiteboard and chalkboard in the front, a 
closet in the back, and bulletin boards. The biggest difference 
was that the students all sat at six-person tables, and they all 
had a cubby on one wall instead of a desk where they kept 
their school supplies. The teacher, Mr. Morris, stenciled each 
student’s name on their cubby, and Kim was able to quickly 
find hers among the row of twenty-five or thirty cubbies. 

There were twenty-seven students in her class, with 
fourteen boys and thirteen girls. Becky saved Kim a seat next 
to her at the front table, and Kim was happy to be sitting next 
to someone she knew. 

The greatest thing about Kim’s specific classroom was the 
door in the corner that opened to the short ramp that took 
them to the fire escape slide. Mr. Morris explained how it 
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worked and said they were going to practice it a couple of 
times before there was an actual fire drill. Kim could tell the 
rest of the kids all shared her excitement and enthusiasm for 
the trial runs, too. 

The first practice fire drill came around mid-afternoon. 
Suddenly, Mr. Morris startled the class by telling the students 
they should pretend the fire alarm was ringing. He chose one 
of the bigger boys to be the first one down and explained that 
a kick-plate opened the doors when he got to the bottom of 
the slide. When he got out, he and the next student to arrive 
were supposed to hold the doors open for the rest of the class 
when they slid down. 

When the teacher was choosing class monitors, Becky and 
Kim raised their hands as high as they could, but to their 
disappointment, Mr. Morris didn’t choose them. The class 
monitor’s job was to make sure that everybody got out of the 
classroom, even the teacher. It seemed to Becky and Kim that 
the classroom monitors had the job with the most 
responsibility. 

The first practice run went slow. The kids were a little 
hesitant about jumping into a dark, circular slide. After 
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walking across the ramp to the fire escape slide, Mr. Morris 
instructed them to cross their arms over their chests and slide 
down feet first. 

Kim had thought about what Jeremiah had said about 
getting stuck going down, plugging up the slide and popping 
out at the bottom like a Nerf Blaster. She asked Mr. Morris 
about it, and he just laughed. 

“That’s just not true; someone was trying to scare you.” 
He told her not to worry and enjoy the ride down. 

And it was great fun! The class made it out just fine, and 
once they did it the first time, they couldn’t wait until the next 
practice run. That came about an hour later when Mr. Morris 
startled the class again with another practice fire drill. This 
time it went perfect, and the class made it out and onto the 
playground in record time. Everyone was pleased, and there 
were a lot of high fives passed around. 

The rest of the first day was pretty ordinary for both of the 
Lewis girls. Erin noticed the janitor, Bobby Jones, passing by 
her classroom door a couple of times, and he smiled and 
waved at her on one occasion. She felt happy that she could 
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help him out of his predicament with Jeremiah, but she also 
knew that Jeremiah wouldn’t be able to let it go. 

When the day was finally over, the Hidden Hollow Five 
all met at the bus pickup area. Erin invited them all to get off 
the bus at her house so they could have a meeting in their 
treehouse. Earlier, she had called her mom to get permission 
to have everyone over after school. She had agreed, and 
Amanda, Matt, and Becky called home to make sure it was 
okay with their parents, too. 

Jeremiah stood back, observing the group in what 
appeared to be deep thought. Amanda was the first to notice 
him standing there staring at them, and she suggested that the 
five of them all sit together on the bus for their protection. 
They all agreed, and when the bus arrived, they got on 
together and sat near the front. Jeremiah got on last, stood at 
the front for a moment, and then went to the back of the bus 
and sat down. 

When the bus arrived at Erin and Kim’s house, the 
Hidden Hollow Five got off and hurried down the driveway, 
into the backyard, and along the path to their treehouse. The 
treehouse overlooked the Hidden Hollow River. It was built 
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by a carpenter crew hired to rebuild their boathouse after it 
burned to the ground. The five kids had helped the carpenters 
clean up each day, and in trade, the crew had agreed to build 
them their clubhouse. 

As the kids climbed into the treehouse, they each 
described their days. Kim and Becky could hardly contain 
themselves as they explained the fire escape slide. Matt didn’t 
have much to offer other than he had told everyone in school 
about the threat from Jeremiah on the bus. When it was Erin 
and Amanda’s turn to describe the day’s events, they shared 
the incident in the hallway with Jeremiah. 

“That’s not good news,” said Matt. “That will make 
Jeremiah even angrier with us. He’s the type of guy who will 
never let it go until he gets even.” 

“Then we just don’t give him a chance to get even,” Erin 
stated with confidence. 

“And how do you suppose we do that?” questioned 
Amanda. 

“By sticking together until it passes,” answered Erin. 
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“I sure hope it passes,” said Matt. “Amanda and I have 
known Jeremiah since we were in kindergarten, and I’ve never 
seen him give up on anything.” 

“We’ll just have to see what happens,” stated Erin. “Now, 
what can you tell me about Bobby Jones?” 

Matt was the first to speak. “He’s special needs. My dad 
says he has been that way since birth. Something about his 
brain not having enough oxygen when he was a baby, and he’s 
never been right in the head since.” 

“My dad knew his parents before they died,” he 
continued. “They both died in a car accident a few years ago.” 

“He’s a talented mechanic and a maintenance man, my 
daddy says,” stated Amanda. 

“Well then, I’m glad we helped him today,” said Erin. 
They chatted for another twenty minutes about their new 

teachers, the school, and other school-related things. Then 
they all decided it was time to go home because, after all, as 
Amanda pointed out in her sing-song voice, “This is a school 
night.” 
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Chapter 4 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
Who in the Hidden Hollow Five had the best first day of school: Kim and 
Becky, Erin and Amanda, or Matt? Why? 
 
If you had to go down the fire escape slide, would you be scared? Why or 
why not? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Is standing up to a bully the right thing to do? Are there ever times when 
you shouldn’t? Explain your thinking. 
 
Do you think Erin will continue to have conflict with Jeremiah? Why or 
why not? 
 
5 & 6th Grade 
One of Erin’s strongest character traits so far is bravery. What are some 
examples of her bravery? Share specific examples from the text to support 
your reasoning. 
 
Make a prediction: What’s going to happen next for the Hidden Hollow 
Five? 
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Chapter 5 
The Gift 

 
The following day, when Erin and Kim got on the bus, 

they saw that Amanda, Becky, and Matt were sitting together 
near the front, and Jeremiah was seated near the back. He 
didn’t even look at them when they got on, which was just fine 
with Erin. 

“My dad said we could all go over to our drug store for 
ice cream on Friday after school if you want,” stated Matt with 
a smile. “As a sort of celebration for making it through the first 
week of school.” He hesitated for just a moment. “And in my 
case, for making it through the first week alive.” He nodded 
his head toward Jeremiah when he said the word alive. 

Amanda and Erin were the only ones that noticed his 
head gesture, but Kim slouched in her seat and groaned. 

“We have to wait all the way until Friday?” she moaned. 
“It’s only Tuesday! And I’m already starving.” 
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With that comment, everyone laughed. I’m hungry was 
Kim’s standard phrase. Becky reached over and gently 
punched Kim in the arm, and they all laughed again. 

They arrived at school without incident, and in fact, the 
rest of the week went pretty smooth without any problems 
from Jeremiah. When Friday came, Erin and Kim got on the 
bus as usual and joined the other three. Jeremiah sat in the 
back but stared at them the entire trip. 

After they arrived at school, they hung out until the ten-
minute bell rang, signaling for everyone to go in and get ready 
for classes. Erin went to her locker to put her backpack away 
and found Jeremiah standing right next to her, leaning against 
his locker door. 

He looked at Erin and then stuck his hand out. “Truce?” 
Erin looked at him quizzically but took his hand and 

shook it. “I didn’t know we were at war.” 
“We got off to a wrong start. Twice,” said Jeremiah, “and 

I don’t want to go the rest of the year fighting.” 
“I don’t like bullying,” stated Erin, “and if I see you doing 

any more of it, I will call you out every time.” 



Hidden Hollow Five: The Tinkerer’s Tressure (Contest Version - Book 3) Copyright © 2022   James R. Lewis.   Youth Inspired Publishing, LLC 
 

 41 

“Some kids just deserve it,” said Jeremiah matter-of-
factly. 

“Nobody deserves to be bullied. And I’m especially 
talking about Matt and Bobby.” 

“Matt tripped me,” stated Jeremiah referencing the 
incident on the bus, “and he needs to pay for that.” 

“No, he doesn’t,” said Erin in her sternest voice, “and you 
should have to pay for trying to steal my little sister’s cookies.” 

“I was just joking around,” Jeremiah blurted out. 
“It wasn’t a joke for her, and you should apologize to her 

the next time you see her.” 
Just then, the bell rang for them to get into class. Jeremiah 

held out his hand once again. “Well, anyways, truce?” 
Erin shook his hand, and they both went into class. Matt 

and Amanda were standing by Erin’s desk when she entered, 
and the two of them had concerned looks on their faces. 

“What was that all about?” asked Amanda. 
“Yeah, we saw you talking with Jeremiah and even 

shaking his hand,” commented Matt and glancing back at 
Jeremiah, who was ignoring them and putting stuff in his desk. 
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“I’ll tell you guys at lunch,” answered Erin just as Ms. Janz 
entered the room to start the morning lessons. 

After sitting down, Erin opened her desk to get her 
supplies out and ready for her classes. Inside her desk was a 
small box with a brightly-colored ribbon around it. Confused, 
she looked around the class to see if anyone was trying to catch 
her eye in acknowledgement of giving her a gift. The only 
student looking at her was Jeremiah, and she couldn’t read his 
expression. He just nodded his head at her and then turned 
away. 

Erin left the desk top up, removed the ribbon from the 
box, and opened the top. Inside, packed in cotton, was an 
ornately carved dark wood figurine. It was a figure of a girl 
standing defiantly like a superhero would against all enemies. 
It looked a lot like Erin and even had her long hair flowing 
down her back. The figurine stood with her chest thrust out 
and fists clenched tightly to her hips as if she were getting 
ready to go into battle. 

Erin put the desk top down and set the figurine on top. 
Amanda glanced in her direction. 
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“Cool! Where did you get an action figure like that? It 
even looks like you!” 

Matt tossed a small wad of paper at Erin to get her 
attention, and when she turned around, he gestured with his 
hands and expression as if to ask, What is that? 

Erin shrugged her shoulders. She whispered to Amanda 
that they would talk about it at lunch. Then she put the 
figurine back in the box and shoved it in her desk. 

The rest of the morning went super slow for Erin as she 
thought more and more about the mystery figurine in the box. 
She thought lunchtime would never come, but then the bell 
finally rang. Erin reached into her desk, grabbed the box and 
raced out to her locker to get her lunch. Amanda and Matt 
caught up to her a few moments later. They started to ask her 
about the figurine when Jeremiah walked up behind them. 
Jeremiah brushed past Matt on the way to his locker, bumping 
him just enough to let him know he was there. 

“You didn’t need to do that, Jeremiah,” stated Erin. As 
she spoke, she stood there with her fists on her hips, just like 
the figurine. 

Amanda giggled and pointed at Erin. 
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Erin looked at her and shrugged her shoulders. “What?” 
“You look just like the figurine,” said Amanda, and then 

she started to giggle again. 
Erin looked down at her tightly-clenched fists on her hips 

and burst out laughing. The three left Jeremiah standing by 
his locker and went down to the school cafeteria for lunch. 

When they were finally at their table, Erin handed the 
figurine to Amanda, who set it on the table and slowly turned 
it over in her hand admiring it. 

“Just look at the fine detail on this thing,” Amanda said. 
She held it up to compare the figurine’s facial features to 
Erin’s. 

“She looks exactly like you,” Amanda exclaimed. “It’s as 
if you posed for the artist who made this little statue!” 

“Let me see that!” said Matt. 
Amanda handed it to him, and he examined it.  
“I’ve seen these before,” he said. “There’s a bunch of 

them for sale in the art place a couple of doors down the street 
from my dad’s drug store.” 

Both Erin and Amanda looked at Matt and then at the 
figurine. 
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“Well, maybe we can get to the bottom of this mystery,” 
exclaimed Erin. “We’ll just have to stop by that art shop on 
our way to your dad’s place for ice cream.” 

The rest of their lunch was spent planning their excursion 
and making guesses on who might have been the secret 
admirer who put the figurine in Erin’s desk. Both Matt and 
Amanda thought it could be Jeremiah, especially after 
witnessing Erin shake his hand in the hallway. Erin scoffed at 
the notion reminding them of how she and Jeremiah had 
clashed a few times earlier in the week. 

Both Amanda and Matt smiled at each other but said 
nothing. 
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Chapter 5 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
What did Erin find in her desk? Describe it. 
 
Make a prediction: Who do you think left the trinket in Erin’s desk? Why? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Matt and Amanda both think that Jeremiah is Erin’s ‘Secret Admirer.’ 
Why do you think they feel this way? Give an example(s) from the book to 
support your answer. 
 
Who do you think left the trinket in Erin’s desk? Why? 
 
5 & 6th Grade 
At the beginning of this chapter, Jeremiah offers Erin a ‘truce.’ What is a 
truce? What are the ‘terms’ of a truce? Have you ever been in a situation 
where a ‘truce’ was needed? Explain. 
 
Do you think that Jeremiah’s truce is genuine? Why or why not? Support 
your reasoning with evidence from the text. 
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Chapter 6 
The Artist 

 
After school, the Hidden Hollow Five met by the bus 

loading area. The older kids checked in with the bus monitors 
and told them they would not be riding the bus home this 
afternoon. They had arranged with Amanda’s mom to pick 
them up after their trip to the drug store. 

They were only a few steps into the walk when Kim 
blurted out, “I can hardly wait to get there; I’m hungry!” 

“We have to make one little detour first,” said Erin. 
“We’re going to stop by an art store first to try and solve a 
mystery.” 

“What mystery?” groaned Kim. “Didn’t I just say I’m 
hungry?” 

Erin took the box out of her backpack, opened it, and 
showed Kim and Becky the figurine. Kim took it and slowly 
turned it around so she and Becky could see both sides. 
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“She looks exactly like you,” said Becky, “even her face 
looks like you.” 

“Where did you get it?” asked Kim. 
“It was in my desk when I got to school this morning,” 

answered Erin, “and I have no clue who put it in there.” Erin 
took the figurine back and put it in the box. She shoved the 
box in her backpack. “Matt thinks he’s seen these before in an 
art shop by his dad’s drug store. So, we are going there first to 
see who bought it.” 

“How long will that take?” whined Kim. “Didn’t I say I’m 
hungry?” 

“It will take as long as it takes,” answered Erin, mimicking 
her mom. “I’m going to get to the bottom of this mystery.” 

Erin pulled a granola bar out of her backpack and handed 
it to Kim. Kim grabbed it and ripped the package open; she 
took a bite and gave a big thank you smile between bites. 

The five of them continued on Main Street toward the 
center of town. When they got near the drug store, they 
crossed the road and walked about a half-block to a quaint 
little place named ‘The Art Store.’ The storefront had art 
pieces displayed in the windows and a chess set with carved 
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figures similar to the one in Erin’s backpack. Each chess piece 
was hand-carved and finely detailed, just like Erin’s piece. 

“See,” said Matt, “I told you they were here.” 
Erin nodded her head. She had to admit that it looked like 

the same artist had carved the chess set and her figurine. 
The five kids entered the store and started to look around. 

There were paintings and sculptures displayed all around the 
store. Toward the back was a whole display of small carvings 
just like Erin’s. Some were larger, but most were about the 
same size as hers, and all finely carved with intricate detail. 

Erin reached down and picked up one of the figurines and 
showed it to the other four. 

“It has to be made by the same person,” said Matt. 
“A local artist makes them,” said a soft voice behind them. 
The five kids were startled by the voice, and they all 

turned to see who had spoken. A short woman was standing 
there. She looked to be about forty years old, and she was 
smiling at them.  

Erin set down the figurine she was holding and pulled the 
statuette out of her backpack. She handed it to the woman. 
“Do you know if this came from the same collection?” 
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The woman took the figurine from Erin and examined it 
with an expert eye. She turned it over and inspected every 
inch of it. After she finished her inspection, she handed it back 
to Erin. 

“My first guess—without further investigation—is no,” 
she said, “it didn’t come from this collection.” 

When she saw the disappointment on their faces, she held 
up her hand. “Now, wait just a minute. I said it didn’t come 
from this collection.” As she spoke, she waved her hand over 
her store’s display. “But, I believe it surely came from the same 
artist. The only immediate problem is that it doesn’t have the 
artist’s mark on it.” 

The woman picked up the figurine that Erin had been 
holding earlier and tipped it upside-down for the kids to see. 
On the bottom of the piece was a tiny ‘MB’ etched into it. 
Then she took Erin’s statue and turned it upside down. There 
was no ‘MB’ on Erin’s figurine. 

“So, you didn’t sell this to anyone recently?” asked Erin, 
unable to hide the disappointment in her voice. 

“Honey, I’ve never even seen this figurine before,” 
answered the woman. “This one is so much like you; I think it 
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had to have been a special order made especially for you. Can 
you tell me where you got it?” 

Erin slowly nodded and told her the story of how she 
found it wrapped up like a present in her desk this morning. 
She explained that she had hoped that the person who left it 
in her desk had bought it at this store.   

“I can tell you this much,” said the lady, “if I were selling 
this fine little sculpture, I would ask over two hundred dollars 
for it. This one was carved to look like you, which makes it 
very special.” 

Erin blushed. “I never posed for this.” 
The bell over the door rang, and in walked a young boy 

who looked to be about ten years old. “Hi, Mom,” he said as 
he walked up to the lady. Then he looked at the other kids and 
asked, “What are you doing here?” 

“Hi, Curtis,” said Amanda. 
Matt nodded his head, and Erin, Becky, and Kim all 

smiled at him. Curtis went over to his mom and stood next to 
her. 

“What’s up?” 
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Erin handed him the figurine. “Somebody left this in my 
desk,” she said, “and we were just asking your mom if she 
knew who bought it.” 

“And I was just telling them that I didn’t sell that figurine 
to anyone,” stated Curtis’s mom. “It isn’t signed like the rest 
of the tiny sculptures we have in here. In fact, we never even 
had it in our shop for sale.” 

“These are one of Mr. Burke’s little sculptures,” Curtis 
said, turning it slowly and looking at it closely. “Why would 
Mr. Burke give you one of these?” 

“Mr. Burke, our vice principal, gave it to you?!” 
exclaimed Amanda. “Eww!” 

Becky and Kim both started to giggle, and Matt even 
snickered a little. Erin just blushed, but she also looked a little 
sick. She had no idea why Mr. Burke would have given her 
the sculpture. The only contact she ever had with him was the 
first day of school when he called Erin and Kim into the office 
to reprimand them for the incident on the bus with Jeremiah. 

“If you ever decide to sell that piece,” Curtis’ mom began, 
“give me a call. I could fetch you a pretty good price for it on 
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consignment. It is more detailed than any other piece of the 
Burke collection that I have in the store.” 

She handed her business card to Erin. Erin looked at it. 
On the card was the name of the store, ‘The Art Store,’ and 
the woman’s name Mrs. Janice Johnson. Below her name was 
the title ‘Owner and Art Appraiser’ and a phone number. 

“Thank you, Mrs. Johnson,” said Erin, and then she 
quickly added, “I think I’ll hang onto this until we solve the 
mystery of where it came from.” 

The kids said their goodbyes to Curtis and his mom, left 
the shop and crossed the street in silence as they walked to the 
drug store. When they got inside, Matt went behind the 
counter and made them all extra-large sundaes and poured 
five large sodas. 

When they were seated in a booth, Erin took out the 
figurine and placed it in the middle of the table. They all 
stared at it, and after a few minutes, Matt turned to Erin. 
“What are we going to do now?” 

“I don’t have a plan yet, but I will,” said Erin with 
conviction. “I’m going to get to the bottom of this mystery and 
find out who stuck this in my desk.” 
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“Maybe we should tell Mom and Dad,” suggested Kim, 
“and they could help us with the mystery. 

“No, not yet,” answered Erin quickly. “I want to be the 
one to solve the mystery of who gave this to me; this is a job 
for the Hidden Hollow Five.”  
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Chapter 6 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
Who did the kids meet in ‘The Art Shop’ and what did they learn? 
 
Do you think Mr. Burke, the vice principal, made the figurine? Why or 
why not? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Why do you think Erin decided not to sell her figurine to Mrs. Johnson at 
‘The Art Store’? If you were in her shoes, what would you have done? 
Why? 
 
Make a prediction: What do you think the Hidden Hollow Five will do 
next? 
 
5 & 6th Grade 
Infer & Predict: Who do you think made the figurine? Why? Support your 
answer with information from the text.  
 
At the end of the chapter, Erin says that she doesn’t have a plan but will 
make one. What do you think her plan will be? What role will she and the 
other members of the Hidden Hollow Five have in this plan? Share your 
ideas in a 4-5 sentence paragraph. 
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Chapter 7 
The Weekend 

 
While they waited for Amanda’s mom to pick them up, 

the five kids made plans for the weekend. They decided to go 
canoeing on the Hidden Hollow River and make a whole day 
of it on Saturday. Matt quickly ran back into the drug store 
and got permission from his dad to go on the boating trip. 

“He said I have to work on Sunday afternoon if I want 
Saturday off,” Matt said when he returned to the group. 

“Then that settles it,” declared Erin, “we all meet in the 
treehouse at eight o’clock tomorrow morning, and, if someone 
can’t make it, we’ll text the rest of the group.” 

Shortly after that, Amanda’s mom drove up. Amanda and 
Becky quickly got permission for their Saturday trip as long as 
they were available for chores and homework on Sunday. 
After they heard that Matt, Amanda, and Becky could go, 
Erin and Kim were fairly sure they would get permission as 
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long as they struck the same bargain with Mom and Dad that 
Amanda and Becky made with their parents. 

When Erin and Kim arrived home, they developed a 
strategy for approaching their parents as they walked up the 
driveway. When they got in the house, Mom was in the 
kitchen, and Dad was in his office. Erin and Kim approached 
Dad first. They always found that Dad was a little easier to 
convince than Mom was. 

“Dad?” asked Erin, sticking to the script that she and Kim 
had devised. “Amanda, Matt, and Becky want to go canoeing 
tomorrow, and they already got permission from their parents. 
Is it okay for us to go with them? It’s been a whole three weeks 
since we’ve been able to go out on the river.” 

Erin had specifically left out the part where Matt, 
Amanda, and Becky had agreed to do chores on Sunday. She 
figured that could be used as a bargaining chip if necessary to 
get permission. 

“You know very well why you haven’t been out on the 
river the past three weeks,” said Dad. “You were grounded 
the first two weeks and had school all this week.” 

“I know, Dad, but can we?” asked Erin. 
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“If it’s alright with your mom, it’s alright with me,” he 
said. 

“Thanks Dad!” they both yelled. 
They didn’t wait around for any further discussion and 

instead raced out of their dad’s office and into the kitchen. 
Before Erin could say anything, though, Kim blurted out, 

“Can we go canoeing tomorrow? Dad said it’s alright with him 
if it’s alright with you. We can do chores and homework on 
Sunday! That’s what Amanda, Becky, and Matt are going to 
do. Matt got off tomorrow, but he’s going to work on Sunday 
at his dad’s store.” 

Erin rolled her eyes and groaned. Kim was no longer 
following the script they had laid out. Everything they had 
talked about went right out the window. 

Mom looked over at Erin and then turned back to Kim. 
“I guess it’s alright with me, too, as long as both of you are 
willing to do chores and homework on Sunday like your 
friends.” 

“Yeah!” squealed Kim, and she gave her mom a big hug. 
Erin groaned again. 
“What’s up with you?” asked Mom looking at Erin. 
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“Nothing,” answered Erin, “it’s just been a long first week, 
that’s all.” 

“Well, I hope you two are hungry after your ice cream at 
the drug store,” said Mom. “Dinner is just about ready. You 
two need to get upstairs, put your things away, get cleaned up, 
and get back down here for dinner.” 

“I am hungry,” said Kim with a big smile on her face. With 
that, she raced out of the kitchen and yelled back at Erin, “I’ll 
beat you to our room!” 

“I don’t think so,” shouted Erin as she raced up the back 
stairs two at a time. 

They both arrived in their room at almost the same time. 
Kim made it through the door first but by only a second. Once 
they were in the room, Erin flopped down on the bed and 
groaned again. 

“What were you thinking, Kim?” she asked. 
“What did I do?” asked Kim. “We’re going tomorrow!” 
“Yes, but now we have to do chores on Sunday,” pointed 

out Erin, “and we agreed not to mention that unless we had 
to.” 
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“Oops,” said Kim, “but… we’re able to go canoeing 
tomorrow!” 

“You’re right,” said Erin getting over her momentary 
irritation. “Let’s get cleaned up and back downstairs for 
dinner.” 

They both put their backpacks away, washed their hands, 
and raced back downstairs to the kitchen. This time Erin won 
the race by a couple of seconds. 

After supper, they went back up to their room. Erin took 
the figurine out of her backpack and looked closely at it again. 
She wondered who might have given it to her and worried 
that it might have been Mr. Burke. She fervently hoped that 
it wasn’t Jeremiah… after all, why would he? But if the 
figurine didn’t come from either of them, then who did give it 
to her? A mystery was definitely brewing, and she loved a good 
mystery. 

      *** 
The following day Erin and Kim raced through breakfast 

and ran out the back door to the treehouse. Amanda and 
Becky were already there, and Matt arrived a few minutes 
later. 
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“Well, what do we do today?” asked Matt when he had 
climbed up the ladder to the treehouse. 

He sat down with the other four. They all looked at Erin 
for the plan. They had gotten used to her being the leader of 
the Hidden Hollow Five. 

“I thought we might go into town and hang out around 
the school for a little bit,” suggested Erin. “Then we could go 
down to Coontz Mill Park and see if they started working on 
it.” 

The Hidden Hollow Five….. 
The other four agreed, and they donned their life vests 

and launched their canoes. It was a beautiful fall day on the 
river, and the air was still, so they weren’t fighting the wind or 
any heavy current on their trip to the city. 

It took them very little time to paddle to Rivers End, and 
even Amanda’s constant chattering didn’t bother them. As she 
always did when they canoed, she gave them a verbal tour in 
her sing-song voice, and she even pointed out where her 
daddy, the mayor, worked.  

“You know, Amanda, you’ve told us that a bazillion 
times,” Matt said with a laugh. 
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“Have I?” said Amanda. “Oh, I guess I have.” She giggled 
like always. 

When they arrived in the city, they docked their canoes 
just past the city’s midpoint and directly across from the old 
school. They pulled the canoes up on the shore and walked 
the short distance to the school playground. A few kids were 
hanging around the playground equipment, pretty much 
sitting on the jungle gym and talking. Amanda introduced 
Erin and Kim to the kids, and they all settled down on the 
jungle gym sharing about school, teachers, and other kids. 
Erin and Kim liked the kids right away. 

“There’s Mr. Burke,” one of the kids said, and they all 
looked over at the school just in time to see the vice principal 
walk out of the school and stop. He was looking in their 
direction. 

He walked directly over to the group and said good 
morning to them. 

“What, you kids have nothing better to do than hang 
around the school on a gorgeous Saturday?” he joked. 

The kids all laughed, and then he looked directly at Erin. 
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“How was your first week of school, young lady?” he 
asked. “Do you like Rivers End School?” 

Erin nodded her head yes. 
“Anything new and exciting happen in your first week?” 

he asked. 
Kim opened her mouth to say something, but Erin 

silenced her with a glare. 
“Nope, Mr. Burke,” she answered before Kim could say 

anything. “Nothing I haven’t experienced in Racine, where I 
used to live.” 

He turned to Kim. “And how about you, little lady. 
Anything new for you this week?” 

He had noticed the exchange between Erin and Kim and 
was a little curious. 

“Nope,” answered Kim, “but we do like the fire escape 
slide a lot.” 

Mr. Burke looked at the rest of the group and asked about 
their first week, and all of them either shrugged or shook their 
heads no.  



Hidden Hollow Five: The Tinkerer’s Tressure (Contest Version - Book 3) Copyright © 2022   James R. Lewis.   Youth Inspired Publishing, LLC 
 

 64 

“Well then, have a great rest of your Saturday,” he said, 
and then he walked away to his car, which he parked in the 
staff parking lot. 

“That was weird,” said Matt after the vice principal was 
finally out of earshot. 

He looked directly at Erin as he spoke. 
Amanda and Becky just giggled, and the rest of the 

Hidden Hollow Five started to laugh along with them. The 
other kids on the playground had no idea what they were 
laughing at, but Erin wasn’t about to tell them.  
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Chapter 7 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
Who do the kids run into at the park on Saturday? 
 
Are you suspicious of Mr. Burke? Why or why not? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Have you ever gotten so excited that you blurted out a secret or something 
else you weren’t supposed to?  
 
Make a prediction: What do you think will happen next for the Hidden 
Hollow Five?  
 
5 & 6th Grade 
Have ever been able to convince someone (friend, parents, siblings, etc.) to 
do something that you didn’t think they would? What was that like? Did 
you have a ‘plan’ going into the conversation like Erin and Kim? Share 
that moment and/or write about it in a reading journal. 
 
At the end of the first half of this chapter, Erin thinks, “A mystery was 
definitely brewing, and she loved a good mystery.” Predict what will 
happen next in the story.  
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Chapter 8 
The Mystery Deepens 

 
On Monday, when Erin and Kim got on the bus, Erin 

noticed that Jeremiah had moved about halfway up the bus 
and was sitting five rows behind Matt, Amanda, and Becky. 
He smiled at Erin when she looked at him. 

Erin looked at Matt, and he looked distressed. 
“What?” Matt said in a low and guarded voice. “Is he 

moving in for the kill?” 
“No silly,” laughed Erin, “he told me he was finished 

being a bully.” 
“I’ll believe that when I see it,” remarked Matt. “He’s 

been the class bully for seven years, ever since kindergarten.” 
Erin chuckled again and sat down next to Matt. She 

glanced back at Jeremiah, who was now scowling in her 
direction. She smiled and waved at him, and before he could 
think about it, he smiled and waved back. 
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There were no other incidents that morning on the 
playground. Erin glanced back at Jeremiah a couple of times, 
but he seemed preoccupied at his desk. Even after only a week, 
she could tell that Jeremiah was a pretty good student. In fact, 
all four of them, Amanda, Matt, Erin, and Jeremiah, were 
pretty good students. 

When the lunch bell rang, Erin and Amanda walked out 
to Erin’s locker. Jeremiah was there, but he didn’t say 
anything to them, and Erin figured it was because Amanda 
was there with her. She took the figurine out of her backpack 
and made a show of displaying it to Amanda to try and get a 
reaction from Jeremiah. He stared at it as she carefully placed 
it on the shelf of her locker near the edge. After a moment of 
staring at it—almost as if he couldn’t contain himself any 
longer—he blurted out. 

“Where did you get that?” 
That was not the reaction that Erin had expected. At the 

very least, she hoped that if he had given it to her, he would 
get flustered and not know what to say. Or, he could have just 
admitted that he was the one who gave it to her, and the 
mystery would be solved. But, he didn’t show any frustration; 
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quite the contrary. He seemed genuinely perplexed about 
where she had gotten it. Perhaps, she thought, he even knew 
that the vice principal was the artist who made it. 

“Shouldn’t you three be heading down to lunch?” a voice 
asked from behind them. 

The kids spun around and saw Mr. Burke standing there 
with his arms crossed over his chest. He was looking at the 
three of them, but he kept glancing up at the figurine that was 
still sitting on the shelf in her locker. 

“Come on, now,” he said. “Get down to the cafeteria 
before that final bell rings and you’re caught out here without 
a hall pass.” 

Erin slammed her locker door shut and spun the dial on 
the lock. She grabbed Amanda by the arm, and they 
immediately headed with Jeremiah to the cafeteria. Mr. Burke 
stood there in the hallway with his arms still crossed over his 
chest, watching them walk away. 

When they arrived in the cafeteria, Erin and Amanda 
joined Matt at their regular table. Jeremiah kept walking to his 
table in the back of the room. He had not said a single word 
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to either of them on their way to the cafeteria, but Erin could 
tell he had been deep in thought. 

“Now you’re walking with Jeremiah!” Matt exclaimed. 
“What’s next? He’s going to sit with us at lunch?” 

Just as Matt said that, Jeremiah got up and began to slowly 
walk toward their table. 

“Oh my Gosh!” exclaimed Matt. “This is it. I’m a dead 
man.” 

Jeremiah walked up to their table and just stood there. He 
shuffled his feet back and forth for a moment and then seemed 
to make a decision and slid into the seat next to Matt, nudging 
him over slightly. He put his elbows on the table and stared 
directly at Erin. 

Matt rolled his eyes and had a look of anguish on his face, 
almost a pleading look saying, rescue me. Matt was pinned 
between Jeremiah and another girl at the table. 

Erin was the first to speak. “What’s up, Jeremiah?” 
Jeremiah hesitated before answering and then finally 

spoke. “I just want to know where you got that little statue?” 
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“It was in my desk on Friday in a little box wrapped with 
a ribbon, like a present. Do you know anything about it, 
Jeremiah?” 

“I know who made it,” answered Jeremiah. 
“We do, too,” replied Amanda. “Vice Principal Burke 

made it.” 
Jeremiah just looked at Amanda for what seemed like a 

long time, but in reality, it was only a few seconds. “No,” he 
said slowly, “Mr. Burke didn’t make it.” 

They all looked at Jeremiah, waiting for a further 
explanation, but he didn’t offer anything more. 

“Well?” said Erin. 
“That little statue,” said Jeremiah, pausing for effect, “was 

made by Bobby Jones.” 
Amanda, Matt, and Erin all looked at each other in 

disbelief. 
“No way,” said Matt. “We were just at the art shop by my 

dad’s drug store on Friday, and the lady who owns it told us 
that Mr. Burke made it. There were a bunch of other statues 
like it in the art store for sale, all signed with MB.” 
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Jeremiah turned toward Matt and stared at him for a long 
moment before he spoke. "I know for a fact that Bobby Jones 
made it because he has a bunch of them in the basement of 
the school in his workshop. Most of them are not complete, 
but there are usually a few finished pieces." 

"How do you know this?" asked Erin. 
"Because I've been down there in his workshop," 

answered Jeremiah in a matter-of-fact voice. 
"Can we go down there and see for ourselves?" she asked 

him. 
"No, it's a restricted area of the school," answered 

Jeremiah. 
"Then how did you get down there?" asked Amanda. 
"I have my ways.” 
Just as he said that, the bell rang, letting everyone know 

they had ten minutes to get back to class. The two other girls 
at the table, left immediately.  Erin, Matt, Amanda, and 
Jeremiah stayed seated a little longer. 

Leaning forward in as if conspiring their next move, Erin 
asked Jeremiah in a low voice, "Can you get us down there?" 
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"I can, but it has to be after dark when the school is closed 
for the night." 

Erin abruptly got up. "We better get back to class. 
Jeremiah, let’s talk more about this later." 

They headed back to class. The rest of the afternoon, Erin 
could hardly concentrate on her studies. The mystery had 
taken a strange turn with the addition of Bobby Jones into the 
mix, but it now made sense. The artist created the statue to 
look like Erin as a superhero because she stopped Jeremiah 
from bullying Bobby in the hallway on the first day of school. 
Erin lifted her desktop to retrieve the figurine. It was not in 
the box, but then she remembered that she had left it on the 
shelf of her locker. 

Erin raised her hand and asked permission from Ms. Janz 
to go to the bathroom. Ms. Janz gave her a hall pass, and she 
headed directly to her locker. But when Erin opened the 
locker, she discovered that the figurine was gone. She 
searched her whole locker, top to bottom, but the little statue 
was not there. 

When she returned to her seat, she looked over at 
Amanda and whispered, “It’s gone.” 
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“What’s gone?” Amanda whispered back. 
“The figurine,” answered Erin, “I left it on the shelf of my 

locker when we went to lunch and when I just checked, it 
wasn’t there anymore.” 

“That’s crazy,” said Amanda, “who would have taken it?” 
“The only people who knew it was there were you, me, 

and Jeremiah,” said Erin. Then her eyes got wide as she 
remembered the fourth person, “…and Mr. Burke!” 

“That makes sense,” said Amanda. “He has a key that fits 
in all the lockers so they can make regular checks. But why 
would he take your figurine?” 

“I don’t know,” answered Erin, “but I’m going to find 
out.” 

The rest of the afternoon dragged on slowly; finally, the 
bell rang. Erin picked up her books and headed to her locker. 
She had every intention to confront Mr. Burke after she 
finished putting away her books. When she opened the door, 
though, the figurine was sitting there on the shelf—right 
where she had left it before lunch. She looked at it curiously 
and then picked it up and studied it closely. When she turned 
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it upside down, she discovered that there was a tiny ‘MB’ 
etched on the bottom. 

“See!” said Amanda, walking up with Matt by her side. 
“You were wrong. It is still in there. You must have just missed 
it.” 

“I didn’t miss it!” exclaimed Erin. “It wasn’t here when I 
came out for my bathroom break. And—look at this!” 

She turned the figurine upside down and pointed out the 
‘MB’ etched on the bottom. 

“That wasn’t there before,” said Matt. 
“Exactly,” said Erin, “I think Mr. Burke took it and etched 

his initials on it this afternoon when we were in class.” 
“Why would he do that?” asked Amanda. 
“To make it look like he made it, not Bobby,” answered 

Erin. “And we’re going to get to the bottom of this mystery.” 
She turned to Jeremiah, who had just walked up to his 

locker. 
“Can you get us into the school tomorrow night?” she 

asked him. 
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He looked at her and then slowly nodded. “Sure, I can. 
But if you want me to do that for you, then you have to go 
with me to the fall dance next month.” 

“No way,” said Erin without thinking. 
“That’s my price,” Jeremiah said with a smirk. “Or I 

won’t get you into the school.”  
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Chapter 8 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
What happened during lunch that was surprising?  
 
When Erin went to her locker during class, what did she discover?  
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Do you think that Mr. Burke did something to the figurine? Why or why 
not? 
 
Make a prediction: What do you think will happen if the children go to the 
school at night? 
 
5 & 6th Grade 
Jeremiah seems to have changed from the beginning of the book to the 
end of chapter eight. What do you think about his character shift? Do you 
think that it’s genuine? Why or why not? Explain your reasoning using 
evidence from the text. 
 
Choose one character—Mr. Burke or Bobby Jones—and write a 1-2 
paragraph persuasive argument convincing Erin and her friends that this 
person made the figurine. Use examples from the text to support your 
argument.  
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Chapter 9 
The Plan 

 
They spent the entire bus ride home planning how they 

were all going to meet at the school playground after dark the 
next day. To Matt’s dismay, Jeremiah sat with them on the 
bus. He squeezed himself next to Kim and Becky. Kim looked 
quizzically at Erin, wondering why he was sitting with them, 
but she didn’t say anything. 

Eventually, they all decided that it would be almost 
impossible for them to get permission to go into town on a 
school night. Especially if they had to wait until after dark 
before they went. They decided that Friday night would be a 
better choice. 

“I’m not comfortable with breaking into the school,” 
commented Amanda. She had her serious voice on, which 
meant the typical sing-song tone was gone. 

“We won’t be breaking anything,” scoffed Jeremiah, “just 
entering.” 
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“You know what I mean,” scolded Amanda. 
“We need to solve this mystery,” interrupted Erin. “So, 

we’re going to go there anyway—with or without you.”  
Amanda didn’t comment any further; in fact, this was her 

usual way. At first, she was always scared of a new mystery, 
but with a little convincing, she began to plot with the rest of 
the Hidden Hollow Five. They started to brainstorm how to 
get permission to go into town. Matt suggested that they get 
permission to come to the drug store to keep him company 
while he worked the soda counter on Friday night. They all 
figured that the plan might work if they got their homework 
done and any chores their parents might want them to do out 
of the way. Matt said he had to work Friday night, but he 
would finish in time to go with them. 

“That would be perfect,” said Erin. “Then we’ll go to the 
school and wait for it to get dark.” 

She looked at Jeremiah. “Wait, how will we get into the 
school without being discovered?” 

“Don’t worry about that,” said Jeremiah with an air of 
mystery about him. He added, “I’ll get you into the school. No 
sweat.” 
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When the bus stopped at Erin and Kim’s house, they had 
a good plan for Friday night. As soon as they stepped inside, 
they immediately asked their mom if they could go into town 
on Friday night and keep Matt company while working the 
soda counter. 

“How are you going to get there, and how will you get 
home?” asked their mom. 

“We thought we might canoe into town,” answered Erin, 
“and then we would bring Matt back with us.” 

They worked out this plan on the bus just before they got 
home. Both Amanda and Becky thought they would have 
permission to canoe into town as well. They knew they were 
allowed to canoe after dark, as long as they observed the safety 
rules that their parents had taught them.  

“You know I don’t care for the idea of you two canoeing 
after dark,” commented Mom. 

When they both started to protest, she held up her hand. 
“I know, I know, you did it many times this summer, but I still 
don’t like the idea.” 
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“Don’t like what?” asked Dad as he entered the kitchen. 
He walked over to the coffee pot and poured himself a cup. 
Then he turned and leaned against the counter. 

“They want to canoe into town on Friday night and keep 
Matt company while he works. Then canoe back after dark,” 
answered Mom. 

“They’ll be alright, as long as they wear their life vests and 
observe all of the safety rules they’ve learned,” said Dad. 

Mom hesitated for a couple of seconds and then spoke. “I 
guess it will be alright for you two to go, but be sure to take an 
extra life vest for Matt.” 

“We will,” both Erin and Kim chorused. 
“What about Amanda and Becky?” asked Dad. 
“They’re going to get permission, too,” said Erin. 
Erin’s cell phone rang as if on cue, and she pulled it out of 

her pocket. The caller ID said that it was Amanda calling. Erin 
answered it, and Amanda came on with her usual, sing-song 
voice. 

“We got permission to go,” Amanda said, “how about 
you?” 
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“We can go, too,” said Erin, leaving the kitchen as she 
talked. Erin went up the back stairs to their bedroom, followed 
closely by Kim. She walked across the room and triggered the 
switch that operated the door to their secret playroom. She 
went up the stairs to the room and sat on one of the playroom 
chairs. 

The upper playroom was relatively soundproof, so when 
she knew she was out of hearing range, she continued. 
“Amanda, I know you’re concerned about us going into the 
school on Friday night, but it’s important that we get to the 
bottom of this mystery. Something’s not adding up here. If 
Jeremiah is right and Bobby is making all those figurines, then 
why is Mr. Burke putting his initials on them and taking credit 
for all of the work?” 

“I know,” said Amanda, “but my dad is the mayor, and 
he always says what Becky and I do reflects on him. I don’t 
want anything to ruin his job.” 

“Jeremiah says he’s been in the school after hours many 
times,” said Erin, “and I believe him. Besides, what reason 
would he have to lie to us?” 
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“I think he likes you, Erin,” answered Amanda 
immediately. “You heard what the price is to get you into the 
school—”   

“Yeah, I heard,” Erin said quickly, cutting her off, “but 
one dance is a small price to pay to solve this mystery.” 

“Well, let’s hope it’s only one dance. He is the class bully 
after all.” 

Just then, Kim came running up the playroom stairs, but 
she stopped at the top. 

“Mom wants us downstairs right away to help with 
dinner,” she said. 

Erin nodded and then turned her attention back to the 
phone. “He told me he doesn’t want to be a bully anymore.” 

“He’s been a bully for so long—nearly seven years!” said 
Amanda. “I’m not sure he knows any other way to act.” 

“Come on, Erin!” cried Kim. “We’re going to get in 
trouble.” 

“I’ve got to go,” said Erin. 
“Just be careful is all I’m saying,” said Amanda. “He can 

be mean.” 
“I will,” said Erin as she hung up the phone. 
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She sat there for a moment, thinking about what she and 
Amanda had just talked about, and then she got up and 
followed Kim down the stairs.  
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Chapter 9 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
The kids decide to sneak into the school after dark. Do you think this is a 
good idea? Why or why not?  
 
What do you think will happen to the kids when they get to the school? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
In this chapter, Amanda questions the group’s decisions to go into the 
school. Do you think she’s right? Why or why not? Pick a side and argue 
your perspective with a partner who feels the opposite.  
 
In this chapter, Amanda warns Erin about Jeremiah. Do you agree or 
disagree with her warnings? Why or why not? 
 
5 & 6th Grade 
Throughout the book we’ve learned about each of the characters in the 
Hidden Hollow Five. Create a chart and compare/contrast the five.  
 
Add Jeremiah to the character chart from above. What are his positive 
traits? Negative ones? What do you think about his willingness to take the 
HH5 to the school or asking Erin to the dance? Discuss your thoughts with 
a partner. 
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Chapter 10 
The Confrontation 

 

The next day when Erin and Kim got on the bus, 
Jeremiah was seated directly behind Amanda and Becky and 
across the aisle from Matt. When Erin approached, Amanda 
quickly got up and gave her seat to Kim. Then she slid into 
the seat across the aisle and next to Erin. Jeremiah smiled at 
Erin and said hello, and Erin said hello back and then greeted 
everyone else. Everyone was filled with nervous energy; there 
wasn’t much conversation for the rest of the way to the school. 

When they got off the bus, Mr. Burke was out on the 
playground talking with a couple of kids. When he spotted 
Erin, he immediately broke away and walked over to Erin, 
Amanda, Matt, and Jeremiah. Kim and Becky ran off to join 
their classmates. 

“Erin,” he said, “I would like to see you in my office at ten 
o’clock this morning.” 
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He pulled a hall pass out of his pocket and handed it to 
her. 

“Just show this to Ms. Janz when you get into class this 
morning, and then keep it on you when you come to my office 
at ten.” 

He smiled at the other three and then turned and walked 
into the school without looking back. 

“That was creepy,” said Matt. “I wonder why he wants to 
see you. You don’t think he knows about our plan, do you?” 

It was Jeremiah who answered first. “If he did know about 
the plan, he would have us all come to his office, not just Erin.” 

“Maybe Erin is just the first,” Amanda said, her voice 
wavering. “Maybe we’re all going to be called to his office, one 
by one!” 

“If that’s the case, we don’t say anything,” warned Erin. 
“You can’t get into trouble for planning a break-in.” 

“See!” exclaimed Amanda. “You do think it’s a break-in!” 
“Calm down, Amanda,” said Jeremiah. “Erin’s right; we 

can’t get into trouble for thinking about something.” 
The school bell rang and they went to their class. 
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The morning went by super slow for Erin. She kept 
staring at the clock, but the more she stared, the slower time 
seemed to go.  

When it finally neared ten o’clock, she got up and headed 
for the door. Ms. Janz looked up. “Be sure to come right back 
here after you meet with Mr. Burke.” 

“I will, Ms. Janz,” answered Erin. 
She went directly to the vice principal’s office. Mr. Burke 

was sitting at his desk. He waved for her to come in and told 
her to close the door and sit down. She sat down and waited 
for him to start the conversation, but he kept working. After a 
short time, he closed the file folder in front of him, clasped his 
hands on the desk, and stared at Erin in silence. 

“Do you like it here at Rivers End School?” he finally 
asked. 

“Yes, sir,” answered Erin. She had no clue where he was 
heading with the conversation. It all seemed a little strange to 
her. 

“Well, it appears that on the same day you got off on the 
wrong foot with Jeremiah Williams, you also had an issue in 
the hallway with Jeremiah and Bobby Jones, our custodian.” 
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Erin’s mind was reeling. She didn’t remember Mr. Burke 
in the hallway when she got between Jeremiah and Bobby. 
The only other person in the hallway at the time was Amanda. 

“However, it seems Bobby Jones was impressed with you 
and the way you handled the incident between the two of 
them,” Mr. Burke continued. He smiled at her, but to Erin, it 
seemed like a creepy, fake kind of smile. 

He immediately changed the subject. “I couldn’t help but 
notice that you had one of my miniature figurines sitting on 
the shelf in your locker the other day. May I ask where you 
got it?” 

“It was a gift,” answered Erin without volunteering any 
more information. 

“From whom?” he asked. 
“I’m sorry, Mr. Burke, but I can’t tell you.” stated Erin 

firmly. She was a little angry that he would even ask, and 
besides, she didn’t want him to know that she wasn’t sure who 
had put the box in her desk in the first place. 

“Well, I was just making conversation,” said Mr. Burke, a 
bit flustered by Erin’s answer. “I just thought that it was a 
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rather fine gift to give a sixth-grader. I make over two hundred 
dollars apiece for those little figurines.” 

“Did you need anything else, Mr. Burke?” asked Erin, “I 
have to get back to class.” 

“This meeting will end when I say so,” he said sharply. 
“We haven’t even gotten to why I called you in here today.” 

Erin stayed silent and waited for him to continue. 
After a moment, he scowled and said, “I called you in here 

to give you your first warning. I will be writing a note in your 
file.” 

“So far,” he continued, “there have been two incidents 
since the start of the school year, and we can’t have that kind 
of disruptive behavior from our students. So, if there is another 
incident, I will have to put you in detention for three days. If 
there are more incidents after that, I will expel you from 
school for the rest of the year.” 

“But where would I go to school?” asked Erin. 
“Are you already planning more incidents?” he asked, his 

eyebrows furrowed intensely. 
“No, sir,” answered Erin. 
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“Good,” he said. “Here’s a hall pass. You can go back to 
your class.” 

Erin got up and left his office. As soon as she was in her 
seat, Amanda whispered in her direction. “What happened?” 

“I’ll tell you at lunch,” Erin replied. 
 She glanced back at Matt and Jeremiah. Both of them 

had questioning looks on their faces, but she shook her head 
slightly to signal not now, later. 

The rest of the morning went quickly. When the bell rang, 
signaling the class was over and lunch period was beginning, 
Erin reached into her desk and brought out the figurine. She 
placed it in the box and stuck it in her backpack. She wasn’t 
about to let it out of her sight again and give—Mr. Burke or 
anyone else—the chance to get it. 

She and Amanda, Matt, and Jeremiah all walked down to 
the cafeteria together. Erin quickly filled them in on what had 
happened at the vice principal’s office. 

“He threatened to kick you out of school?” asked Matt. 
“If I have one more incident, as he called it,” answered 

Erin, “but he said I would get detention first and then be 
expelled.” 
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“Well, you won’t have any more trouble with me,” said 
Jeremiah, “and I’ll put out the word that nobody messes with 
you—or else they answer to me.” 

Erin smiled at him. 
“What bothers me the most is that he knew about our 

confrontation in the hallway with Bobby Jones,” she said. 
“You, Amanda, Bobby, and I were the only ones in the hall 
that day.” 

“I didn’t say anything,” said Jeremiah. 
“Me either,” added Amanda. 
Erin thought for a moment. “If it wasn’t us,” she said, 

“then he must have heard about it from Bobby himself.” 
“Why would Bobby say anything about what happened in 

the hallway to Mr. Burke?” asked Amanda. 
“I think Mr. Burke must have approached Bobby when 

he saw the figurine on the shelf in my locker.” 
Amanda got a sudden spark of inspiration. “The only 

reason I can think of for him to approach Bobby is that he 
figured out that Bobby gave it to you. So, now we have to get 
into the school on Friday to prove that Bobby makes those 
figurines, and Mr. Burke is stealing the credit for them.” 
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“If all goes well,” said Erin, “we’ll know for sure on Friday 
night.”  
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Chapter 10 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
What happens in Mr. Burke’s office? If you were in Erin’s shoes, would 
you be nervous?  
 
Do you think Mr. Burke is a good character? Why or why not? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Do you think that Mr. Burke’s warnings were reasonable, why or why not?  
 
Pretend you are Erin in Mr. Burke’s office. How would you feel if you got 
the warning she did?  
 
5 & 6th Grade 
Role play: Pretend that you are Mr. Burke having a conversation with 
Erin. What would you say to her when she gets into your office? Now 
pretend you’re Erin. How would you respond to Mr. Burke’s discipline? 
 
Make a prediction: Do you think that Bobby Jones is the one who made 
the figurine? Why or why not?  
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Chapter 11 
The Break In 

 
Friday finally came, and when they got home, Erin and 

Kim cleaned up their bedroom and did their homework. After 
supper, they headed down to the boathouse and found 
Amanda and Becky already waiting for them in the treehouse. 

“I brought a flashlight,” said Becky. 
“Good thinking!” said Erin. 
Amanda looked at the three of them. “Does anybody have 

a clue how Jeremiah is going to get us in the school without 
breaking a window?” 

“I don’t know,” answered Erin, “but he sure seems 
confident. Maybe he has a key. He did say he’s been in there 
several times.” 

“We better get going,” said Kim, “Matt’s working on the 
ice cream counter tonight, and I am hungry.”  

The other three rolled their eyes as they boarded their 
canoes and headed toward the city. When they arrived, they 
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docked their canoes on the river bank and walked the short 
distance to the drug store. 

“Jeremiah said he would meet us on the playground after 
dark,” said Erin as they were walking. “I sure hope he doesn’t 
chicken out.” 

“I know I’m ready to chicken out,” said Amanda, “my dad 
would kill me if he knew what we were planning to do 
tonight.” 

“If you thought that last grounding was bad,” she added, 
“… if we get caught, I’ll be grounded for the rest of my life.” 

“We won’t get caught, Amanda,” said Erin. 
“How do you know that?” she asked. 
“Because Jeremiah said he’s done it a million times, and 

he hasn’t been caught yet,” said Erin with conviction. “And I 
trust him.” 

“Yeah, sure, trust the bully,” said Amanda sarcastically. 
When they arrived at the drug store, Matt was cleaning 

the counter. He looked up and smiled at the four of them. Kim 
immediately slid onto a stool by the counter and stared up at 
the menu on the wall. She pulled her money out of her pocket 
and ordered a banana split and a large soda. 
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“Where do you put it?” asked Amanda, shaking her head. 
“Didn’t you say you just ate dinner?” 

“I don’t know, but I am hungry!” said Kim. 
Matt brought over Kim’s order and asked if anyone else 

wanted anything. When they all refused, he continued 
cleaning the counter. 

“Is it still a go tonight?” he asked. 
“It is if Jeremiah meets us and shows us how to get in,” 

answered Erin. 
“Oh, he’ll be there alright,” said Matt with certainty. “He 

was in here earlier tonight and said he’ll be out on the 
playground after dark.”  

When Matt finished cleaning, he went to the back and 
told his dad he was leaving. Then he walked back to the front 
and put a ‘Closed’ sign on the top of the ice cream counter. 

“Let’s do this,” he said, pulling off his apron and throwing 
it into the soiled linen bin. 

They all left the drug store and headed up Main Street 
toward the school. True to his word, Jeremiah was sitting on 
the jungle gym waiting for them. 
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“Well, how do we get in?” asked Erin when they walked 
up to him. 

“You’re not one to waste much time with small talk, are 
you?” Jeremiah said. 

He got down from the jungle gym and walked over to 
some bushes bordering the playground. He reached under the 
bushes and pulled out a piece of metal about two feet long, 
two inches wide and one-quarter inch thick. 

“Follow me and learn,” he said with a smile and started 
walking toward the school. 

He walked over to the fire escape, pulled one of the doors 
open a fraction of an inch, and then slid the metal into the 
gap. With a quick snap, the kick plate pulled back, and the 
door popped open. 

“See!” he said. “Easy.” 
“Wait a minute,” exclaimed Amanda, “are you sure 

there’s nobody in there?” 
“I’ve been watching the school for the past half-hour,” 

said Jeremiah. “Bobby left about twenty minutes ago, and the 
building’s been dark since then.” 

“What about alarms?” asked Amanda. 
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“There aren’t any on the fire escape,” answered Jeremiah. 
“Like I told you, I’ve been in here many times.” 

Jeremiah led the way up the slide. It was difficult but not 
impossible for the kids to climb up. Amanda gave Becky a 
hand, and Erin helped Kim to climb the steep slope. Jeremiah 
had left instructions for Matt to be the last up and to close the 
doors behind him. When they got to the top, Jeremiah led the 
way across the ramp to the third-grade classroom. Amanda 
turned on the flashlight—only for a moment—so they could 
orient themselves. They went out the classroom door and 
started down the stairs to the first floor, careful to keep the 
classroom door open for their return. When they reached the 
first floor, Jeremiah led them to an unlocked door next to the 
office. Behind the door were stairs that led to the basement. 

Once they were in the basement, Amanda turned on the 
flashlight. 

Jeremiah led them to a corner of the basement, where a 
small door led to a workshop. Inside were many small 
figurines in various forms of completion. There were four 
completed figurines set off to the side of the bench. They 
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looked similar to the chess set pieces that they had seen in the 
art store. 

Erin picked up one of the finished pieces and examined it 
closely. When she turned it over, there was no ‘MB’ on the 
bottom of the piece. She looked at the other three, and none 
of them had the initials carved on the bottom. 

“See,” she said, “none of these have the ‘MB’ carved on 
the bottom!” 

“Amanda,” shouted Jeremiah, “turn off that flashlight!” 
Just then, a set of headlights flashed momentarily through 

one of the basement windows. They could hear the engine of 
the vehicle running and the tires crunching on the gravel drive 
as it approached the building. 

Suddenly they heard a police radio in the car say 
something about checking out the school for a possible break-
in. It was loud, and they could hear it clearly. 

The kids went over to the window and listened intently. 
“Have you contacted the principal?” they heard the 

officer say. 
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The radio blared back, “He is unavailable, but the vice 
principal, Martin Burke, is on his way. He’ll be there in a few 
minutes.” 

The officer signed off, turned on his flashing roof lights, 
and settled down to wait for the vice principal to come. 

“We’ve got to get out of here,” whispered Jeremiah. 
“Now!” 

They all started for the stairs, but Erin ran over to the 
bench and pocketed one of the chess pieces before she started 
up. They ran up the stairs, shut the door, and listened for any 
sound or movement in the school. Hearing none, they all 
raced up to Kim and Becky’s classroom. 

“OK,” said Jeremiah, “it’s just like a fire drill. We slide 
down, race across the playground to the hedges on the other 
side and hide behind them.” 

As he finished speaking, the lights in the school corridors 
clicked on. There was a dull light outside the classroom door. 
Jeremiah and Erin went over to the door and listened. They 
could hear someone moving around the ground floor. 

“Go, go, go!” whispered Jeremiah, waving his arm at the 
other four. 
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One by one, each kid slid down the slide, with Matt 
leading the way and holding the door at the bottom. Each one 
ran across the playground and hid on the other side of the 
bushes. Finally, Jeremiah came down and quietly closed the 
fire escape doors, relocking them. He picked up the metal strip 
that he had used to open the doors, hid it back in the bushes, 
and joined the group behind the hedges. 

“Get down!” Erin whispered to the group. 
Just as she said it, the police officer came around the 

corner of the school with a high-beam flashlight. He waved it 
back and forth, mostly at the school windows, looking to see if 
there were any open windows or any other sign of a break in. 
The other officer came around the other corner, and the two 
of them stopped about thirty feet from where the kids were 
hiding. 

“It looks like a false alarm,” one of them said to the other. 
“Yeah,” the other officer agreed, “the neighbor must have 

been mistaken about seeing some sort of flashlight inside.” 
“Where’s Burke?” the first one asked. 
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“He’s securing the building. He’ll be out in a minute or 
two.” As he said that, Mr. Burke walked around the corner 
and joined the officers. 

“False alarm?” Burke asked. 
“Yeah,” said the first officer. “We checked the grounds 

and all is quiet.” 
The three of them walked back around the corner of the 

building, laughing about some joke that one of them told. The 
kids heard them get into their cars and drive off. 

“Whew,” said Amanda, “that was close.” 
They stood up and walked down Main Street back to the 

drug store. At the store, they parted ways with Jeremiah, 
“Thank you,” said Erin to Jeremiah. “I owe you one.” 
“Well,” he said with a smile, “you’ll repay me by being 

my date to the fall dance.”  
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Chapter 11 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
What did the children find inside the school basement? Why is this 
important? 
 
How did the kids almost get caught? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Why were the policemen called to the scene? Why did they leave? 
 
Make a prediction: What do you think is the truth behind the figurines?  
 
5 & 6th Grade 
Put yourself in the children’s shoes. How would you feel if you saw the 
police lights shining through the window of the basement? Write 4-5 
sentences pretending that you are one of the children in that moment.  
 
Make some predictions: Will Bobby Jones realize one of his figurines is 
gone? What will Erin do with the figurine she pocketed? What will happen 
next? Record your responses in your journal. 
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Chapter 12 
Bobby Jones 

 
The Hidden Hollow Five met on Saturday morning to 

plan their next steps in the figurine mystery. Amanda was the 
first to suggest that they tell her dad what they had found. 
After a lengthy discussion, they decided that it was much too 
early for that. There were too many unknowns at this point. 
They weren’t even sure that Bobby was the one who made the 
figurines by himself or if he and Mr. Burke made them 
together. Erin examined the new chess piece as they talked, 
slowly turning it around and looking at it from all sides and 
angles. She was deep in thought. 

“What’s on your mind, Erin?” asked Matt. 
“I’m thinking that we need to hear it all from Bobby,” 

answered Erin. 
After a little more discussion, they decided that they 

needed to approach Bobby Jones with what they suspected. 
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Only after he confirmed or denied their suspicions would they 
plan a strategy for handling Martin Burke. 

“This is going to be a little tricky,” said Erin. “We need to 
get Bobby alone someplace where we can ask him.” 

“I think Jeremiah can help us with that,” suggested Matt. 
“He seems to corner Bobby at least once a week in the 
hallway.” 

“We’ll enlist his help when we get on the bus on Monday,” 
said Erin. “Just wait until I get on, and I’ll do the asking.” 

 “He does seem to like you,” said Amanda, “a lot!” She 
smiled smugly, looked over at Matt and winked. 

Erin noticed the wink and glared at the two of them but 
didn’t say anything. She took a moment to think about 
Jeremiah. On one hand, she wasn’t sure what to make of him 
or if she liked him. On the other hand, she had to give him 
credit for helping them get into the school and showing them 
Bobby’s workshop. Also, she figured that she wouldn’t have 
the little chess piece she was holding if Jeremiah hadn’t gotten 
them into the school in the first place. 
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“I guess you’re right,” she finally admitted to Amanda. 
“He does want me to be his date at the fall Halloween dance. 
We can use that to our advantage if nothing else.” 

The rest of the weekend went by quickly for the group. 
They went canoeing on Sunday and had an afternoon picnic 
in the treehouse. 

When Monday finally arrived, and Erin and Kim got on 
the bus, the rest of the Hidden Hollow Five were seated 
together. Jeremiah was right behind them. Amanda got up as 
usual and moved so Kim could sit with Becky, but to 
Amanda’s surprise, Erin passed her seat and slid in next to 
Jeremiah. 

“Good morning, Jeremiah,” she said, smiling at him. “I 
have a favor to ask of you.” 

“Don’t you mean another favor?” Jeremiah asked, smiling 
back. “I already did you a big favor, remember?” 

“I remember,” answered Erin, “and I’m going to do what 
you asked. But this is still part of our original quest to find out 
the truth about Bobby and Mr. Burke.” 

She pulled out the chess piece that she had taken from 
Bobby’s workshop and showed it to Jeremiah. 
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His eyes widened. “Where did you get that?” 
“I took it just before we left the basement of the school. It 

is finished, but it doesn’t have Mr. Burke’s initials on it.” 
She took the other figurine out of her pocket and handed 

both figurines to Jeremiah. He took one in each hand and 
slowly turned them, inspecting them closely. Erin was right; 
there wasn’t an ‘MB’ on the bottom of the chess piece like 
there was on Erin’s figurine. 

“We think that Mr. Burke is taking these figurines from 
Bobby, putting his initials on them and selling them as if he 
made them,” stated Erin. “The only way to find out is to ask 
Bobby directly.” 

Jeremiah handed the figurines back to Erin. 
She looked directly at him. “That’s where the rest of the 

favor comes in. You need to set up a meeting between Bobby, 
me, and Amanda. That way we can ask him about these.” 

As she spoke, she held up the chess piece and her figurine 
to emphasize her point. 

“That should be easy enough,” said Jeremiah, “but the 
dance is still on, right? No matter what?” 
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“Yes, Jeremiah,” said Erin. “I’ll go with you to the 
Halloween dance.” 

Jeremiah sat back in the seat and smiled. Erin stood up 
and moved to her usual seat next to Amanda. 

“Well?” asked Amanda. Matt leaned forward to hear her 
answer as well. 

“He’ll set up a meeting with Bobby,” answered Erin. She 
glanced back at Jeremiah to see if he was listening and then 
lowered her voice. "But you two owe me big time.” 

When they arrived at the school playground, Mr. Burke 
was once again out there waiting for them to arrive. He 
walked right up to them and handed Jeremiah a hall pass. 
Then he said he wanted to see him in his office at ten o’clock. 
He looked directly at Erin and then turned and walked into 
the school without looking back. 

Jeremiah looked down at the hall pass and shrugged his 
shoulders. 

“What do you think he wants?” asked Amanda in a panic. 
“Do you think he knows we were in the school Friday night?” 

“I don’t think so,” answered Matt, “or why wouldn’t he 
want to see all of us in his office together?” 
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“Jeremiah? Have you been bullying anybody else lately?” 
Erin asked accusingly. 

Jeremiah held up his hands, palms out. “No way, I swear. 
I haven’t harassed anybody since I promised you I wouldn’t.” 

“Well then, that’s not it,” said Erin. “It must be something 
else. Something we’re missing. Hmm.” 

The bell rang, so they filed into their classroom. At 9:55 
on the dot, Jeremiah got up and headed for the door. He 
glanced over at Erin. She gave him a thumbs-up, and he 
smiled back at her and then left. 

After nearly an hour, Jeremiah returned to the classroom. 
He was upset, and he didn’t look at Erin, Amanda, or Matt. 
He just sat down and stared straight ahead. Erin could hardly 
wait until lunch to find out what happened. 

When the lunch period finally arrived, Erin, Matt, and 
Amanda followed Jeremiah to his locker. He dumped some 
books and paper into his locker and slammed the door shut. 

“Well,” asked Erin, “what happened with Mr. Burke?” 
“He wants me to pick a fight with you this week 

sometime,” answered Jeremiah. 
“Why does he want you to do that?” asked Amanda. 
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“He wants to put you in detention,” Jeremiah said, 
turning to face Erin, “and then ultimately kick you out of 
school.” 

“What did you say to him?” asked Matt, stepping forward 
aggressively and directly in front of Jeremiah. 

“Back off, Matt,” threatened Jeremiah. “I beat you up in 
second grade, and I can beat you again—anytime.” 

Matt inched forward a little more. “You think so? I’m a 
lot bigger now than I was in second grade. I asked you what 
you said to Burke.” 

“That’s enough of the macho stuff, boys,” said Erin as she 
stepped between them. She turned to Jeremiah and smiled. 
“But I’d kind of like to know what your response to Mr. Burke 
was as well.” 

“I told him I wouldn’t do it,” said Jeremiah, “and then he 
gave me detention for the rest of the week. He said the 
detention was for me to think about my decision.” 

Erin, Amanda, and Matt all let out a collective sigh of 
relief. 

“That’s not fair,” said Amanda. “You didn’t do anything 
wrong.” 
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“Life’s not fair sometimes,” said Jeremiah, “but I can’t just 
go and pick a fight with my girlfriend.” 

Erin glared at Jeremiah, and Amanda giggled behind her. 
Jeremiah just stood there smiling at her. “Let’s go set up your 
meeting,” he said after a moment or two of tense, teasing 
silence. 

They went down to the cafeteria together. Erin, Amanda, 
and Matt sat at their usual table. The two other girls, that 
usually sat there, had moved to another table. So now, they 
had the whole table to themselves. Erin figured that the girls 
probably didn’t want to sit with the school bully, but she didn’t 
mind.  

But Jeremiah didn’t join them at the table; instead, he kept 
walking to the back of the room and out into the corridor. 
After a short while, he returned, walked up to their table, and 
sat down. “I set up the meeting,” he said. “Bobby will be out 
in the hall by the bathrooms in about ten minutes. You’ll have 
about ten minutes to meet with him before we have to get back 
to class. I figure that will be enough time to get what you 
want.” 
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“Thank you, Jeremiah,” said Erin. “I appreciate what you 
did for me—both with Mr. Burke and with Bobby.” 

“It was nothing,” said Jeremiah. “I’ve been in and out of 
detention a million times since kindergarten. By the way, I 
checked on Mr. Burke, and he has playground duty right now. 
So, he won’t be bothering any of us this hour. I saw him out 
there with the younger kids.” 

“You’re the best,” said Erin excitedly.  
In her excitement, she leaned over and hugged Jeremiah, 

but then she quickly realized what she had done and pulled 
away. “I’m, I’m, sorry,” she said, turning bright red. “I 
shouldn’t have done that.” 

“It’s okay, I kind of liked it,” said Jeremiah with a smile. 
“But we better get out into the hall and meet with Bobby. He’ll 
be waiting.” 

Sure enough, when the four of them walked out into the 
hall, Bobby stood over by the drinking fountain, cleaning it 
with a rag. He turned and looked at them as they approached. 

“He h—he—t-t-t—told me that j-j-just you w-w-would be 
t—talking to me out h-here,” Bobby said when they got close 
enough. 
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“It’s okay, Bobby,” said Jeremiah. “I’ll vouch for them.” 
Erin pulled the two figurines out of her pocket and handed 

them to Bobby. He took them and looked at them as if this 
was the first time he’d ever seen them, but Erin quickly 
realized he was just embarrassed seeing how much the statue 
looked like her.” 

“W-w-where d-d-did you g—get this?” he asked, holding 
up the chess piece. 

“We got it from your workshop on Friday night,” 
answered Erin. She wasn’t sure if she should have told him 
about the Friday night break-in, but she took a chance 
anyway. 

“M-Mr. B—Burke accused m-m-me of leaving the d-d-
doors unlocked,” said Bobby. “I know I d-d-didn’t b-b-
because I’m always ex—extra c-c-careful about that.” 

“Trust me, the doors were locked,” Erin said gently, “but 
that’s not important right now. What I need to know is, did 
you make these two figurines?” 

Bobby paused for a moment and then nodded his head in 
short little jerks. 



Hidden Hollow Five: The Tinkerer’s Tressure (Contest Version - Book 3) Copyright © 2022   James R. Lewis.   Youth Inspired Publishing, LLC 
 

 114 

“Did Mr. Burke work on these, or did he have anything 
to do with making them?” asked Erin pressing for more 
information. 

“N—no,” answered Bobby, “I m-m-made them all b-b-
by my—myself.” 

“Then why does Mr. Burke put his initials on the bottom 
of each piece and sell them at the art store downtown?” asked 
Erin. 

“He t-t-told m-me that making these f—figurines is p-p-
part of m—my j-j-job here at the school and I h-h-have to m—
make them to k—keep working here.” Bobby turned the two 
pieces upside-down, and his eyes widened when he saw the 
‘MB’ on the bottom of Erin’s figurine. 

“He sh-sh-shouldn’t have p-p-put his m—mark on this 
p—piece,“ stammered Bobby. “I made th-thi-this one at h—
home. Not here.” 

“You’re right, Bobby; he shouldn’t have put his mark on 
it,” said Erin. “But now that I know you made it—and without 
Mr. Burke’s help—I want to thank you personally for making 
it just for me. It’s really beautiful, and I will keep it forever.” 

“It w-w-was a th—thank you,” said Bobby shyly. 
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“Well, it is a beautiful gift,” said Erin, “and I want to thank 
you again.” 

She took the superhero figurine and tenderly tucked it in 
her pocket. Bobby tried to hand the chess piece to her, but she 
held up her hand and refused to take it. “That’s yours, not 
mine. It’s part of a chess set, and it belongs with the rest of the 
set.” 

Bobby nodded and put the chess piece in his pocket. 
The bell rang, and the four kids walked back to class. 
“What do we do now?” asked Matt when they were out of 

Bobby’s earshot.  
“I don’t know,” answered Erin, “but we need to plan our 

next moves very carefully.”  
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Chapter 12 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
Who made the figurines? What did Mr. Burke do to convince Bobby to 
make them? 
 
Do you think it’s fair for Mr. Burke to sell the figurines? Why or why not? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
What did the children learn from talking with Bobby Jones?  
 
Make a prediction: What do you think the Hidden Hollow Five will do 
next?  
 
5 & 6th Grade 
Do you think Bobby Jones is a trustworthy character? Why or why not? 
 
What, in your opinion, should the Hidden Hollow Five do next? Write a 
4-5 sentence response and record it in your journal.  
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Chapter 13 
Mr. Burke 

 
“I vote that we all march right down to Mr. Burke’s office 

and confront him with everything we know,” volunteered 
Amanda as the group gathered out in the hall after school. 

“What good would that do?” asked Jeremiah. “Burke will 
just deny everything, and then we’ll all be stuck in detention.” 

“Wait a minute,” exclaimed Erin, “that’s it!” 
“What’s it?” asked Matt. “I don’t follow you.” 
“Jeremiah had a great idea!” smiled Erin. 
“I did?”  
“We’ll all go down with Jeremiah to the main office and 

get ourselves put in detention with him,” said Erin. 
“That doesn’t sound like a very good idea,” said Matt, 

“and besides, I’ve never been in detention before. I don’t even 
know what it’s like.” 

“Me neither,” said Amanda. 
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“Then it will be a new and exciting experience for you 
both,” chuckled Erin. “I’ve been there a few times, and there’s 
nothing to it.” 

“Seriously,” she continued, “you can do this. If we go 
down there and support Jeremiah, it will show Mr. Burke that 
we’re all united and that he can’t get away with treating 
Jeremiah like that.” 

“You mean he can’t bully the bully?” asked Jeremiah with 
a big grin. 

“Exactly,” answered Erin. 
“But why would you three do that for me? And—” 

Jeremiah paused for only a fraction of a second, “—especially 
you, Matt, after I threatened you.” 

“Because you helped us out, and now it’s our turn to be 
there for you,” answered Erin before anyone else could speak. 
“And besides, it’s the least I can do for my Halloween dance 
date.” 

Jeremiah smiled at that.  
Matt thought for a moment and then shrugged his 

shoulders. Amanda wrinkled up her nose and then finally 
nodded her head in agreement as well.  
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“I’ll go down and tell Kim and Becky that we’ll be taking 
the 'Activities Bus’ home, so they aren’t worried about us,” 
said Erin before anyone could change their mind. “And then 
we’ll meet at the main office in a couple of minutes.” 

They headed to their lockers, and Erin went down to find 
Kim and Becky. They were waiting by the bus loading area. 
When she walked over to them, she told them what was going 
on, and they immediately wanted to go to detention as well. 

“After all,” said Kim defiantly, “we’re the Hidden Hollow 
Five—aren’t we?” 

“Yes, we are,” answered Erin, “but you and Becky have 
to cover for Amanda, Matt, and I when you get home.” 

“Tell mom that we had to go to the office right after 
school, and we’ll take the late bus home. Becky, tell your mom 
the same thing—okay?” 

They finally agreed, so Erin headed back into the school 
and walked to the main office door. When she opened it, she 
saw Mr. Burke towering over Matt, Jeremiah, and Amanda, 
who were sitting in a row of chairs along the wall. He had been 
shouting at them but stopped abruptly when he heard the 
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door open. He turned and was visibly surprised to see Erin 
enter the office. 

“You’re the instigator of all of this!” he shouted, pointing 
his finger at Erin. “I should put you all in detention.” 

“That’s the general idea,” said Erin. “If you’re going to 
put Jeremiah in detention for no real reason, then we’re all 
going to go with him.” 

Caught off guard, Mr. Burke sputtered for a moment and 
then shouted. “Get out of my office right now! All of you!” 

“What about my detention, Mr. Burke,” asked Jeremiah, 
emphasizing the word ‘my.’ “Do you still want me to serve 
detention?” 

“I said all of you, didn’t I?” he shouted again, “Now get 
out.” 

They all got up and headed for the door. 
Just as they were about to leave, Mrs. Lillian Grace, the 

Principal of Rivers End School, came out of her office. She 
looked at the four kids and then back at Mr. Burke. “What’s 
all the commotion going on out here, Martin?” 

“Nothing is going on, Lillian,” answered Mr. Burke, 
calming himself down. “I’ve got it all under control.” 
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She stared at Mr. Burke for just a moment and then back 
at the four kids before speaking.  “Well, try to keep your talks 
to a civil and respectfully quiet level from now on.” 

She glared over the top of her glasses at Mr. Burke before 
turning and reentering her office. 

The four kids quickly left the office before Mr. Burke 
could say anything more to them. When they got out into the 
hall, they gave each other a high five and quickly ran toward 
the playground. 

“What do we do until the ‘Activities Bus’ leaves in an 
hour?” asked Amanda. “I’m thinking we didn’t plan this very 
well.” 

“I know exactly what we’re going to do,” answered Erin. 
“We’re going back to the art store to talk to Mrs. Johnson.” 

Erin turned and headed in the direction of the art store 
without saying another word. The other three followed her. 
She walked down Main Street, crossed about a block from the 
drug store, and walked over to the store’s window. 

“I hope she’s here because we’ve got to talk to her again,” 
said Erin pulling on the handle. Erin walked in and the other 
three kids followed closely behind her. She walked up to the 



Hidden Hollow Five: The Tinkerer’s Tressure (Contest Version - Book 3) Copyright © 2022   James R. Lewis.   Youth Inspired Publishing, LLC 
 

 122 

counter and rang the small bell in front of her. It took only a 
few seconds before Mrs. Johnson came out from the back of 
the store. 

“It’s you three again,” she said as she approached the 
counter “I see you brought a friend with you this time.” She 
nodded at Jeremiah as she spoke. 

“And where are the two little ones who were with you last 
time?” she asked, looking around the store for Kim and Becky. 

“My little sister and Amanda’s little sister went home on 
the bus,” said Erin putting her hand on Jeremiah’s shoulder, 
“and this is Jeremiah.” 

Mrs. Johnson nodded at Jeremiah and then turned back 
to Erin, “What can I do for all of you?” 

“We came here to ask you a few questions about Mr. 
Burke,” said Erin. 

“Go ahead and ask, young lady,” said the woman. 
Erin paused for a second or two before she asked her 

question. She wanted to form her words carefully. She decided 
that there was no easy way to ask without just coming right 
out with it. 
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“Did you know that Mr. Burke doesn’t actually make those 
figurines?” she finally asked after a long pause. 

“What in the world are you talking about, child?” said the 
woman. “He comes in here every couple of weeks with a 
brand new batch of figurines. They all have his mark—every 
one of them.” 

“Well,”—she paused for just a second—“all except the 
one you have in your possession.” 

Erin pulled her figurine out of her pocket and handed it 
to the woman. The woman took it and examined it closely. 
She was surprised to find the ‘MB’ carved on the bottom. 

“How did this get put on here?” she asked, pointing at the 
initials. “It wasn’t here the last time you were in my store.” 

“Exactly,” said Erin. “We all saw that it had no marking 
when I first got it, and then Mr. Burke saw it on the shelf of 
my locker. Later the same day, when I returned to my locker, 
‘MB’ was carved on the bottom. I think he took it, and to cover 
the fact that he didn’t make it, he put his initials on the bottom 
so that it would be like all of the rest of the figurines in your 
store.” 
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“Those are some pretty strong accusations, young lady,” 
said the woman. “I’ve known Martin Burke for nearly thirty 
years, and I’ve sold his art both here and on the Internet for 
the last ten years. I’ve shipped his artwork all over the world! 
My store has a strong web presence, and I have a pretty good 
international trade. He’s sold at least a couple of hundred 
thousand dollars’ worth of art through me over the past 
decade.” 

“We saw the workshop where these figurines are created,” 
stated Amanda, “and we talked with the real artist.” 

“And just who is the real artist?” asked Mrs. Johnson. 
“Bobby Jones was the one who made all of these,” 

answered Jeremiah, sweeping his arm over the chess set and 
all of the action figurines in the glass case. 

“Bobby Jones!” exclaimed Mrs. Johnson. “I don’t think 
that’s even possible. I’ve known Bobby since he was just a 
baby. He’s quite a tinkerer and a good maintenance man, but 
he’s no artist by any stretch of the imagination. He works in 
the store for me in his spare time when I need repairs done.” 

“What’s a ‘Tinkerer’?” asked Matt. Mrs. Johnson looked 
at Matt and then answered. 
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“A ‘tinkerer' is a person who’s able to do many different 
types of work successfully.” 

“If he can do many different types of work successfully, 
why couldn’t carving these figurines be one of his talents?” 
asked Erin. 

“I guess that art could be one of his talents,” answered 
Mrs. Johnson thoughtfully. 

“Could you at least talk with Bobby Jones and see if what 
we’ve been telling you is true or not?” asked Erin. 

She and the other three kids waited patiently for Mrs. 
Johnson to answer. Mrs. Johnson stood there for a moment, 
deep in thought. 

“I suppose I could have him drop by tomorrow evening 
after work to do a little maintenance here at the store. I need 
an electrical outlet put in on the wall over there,” she said, 
pointing to a far wall on the other side of the store. “I could 
ask him then, but I still don’t think that Bobby Jones is capable 
of making these beautiful pieces.” 

As she spoke, she swept her hand over all the intricately-
carved figurines displayed in her glass case. 
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“When you find out the truth, could you call me?” asked 
Erin. 

When the woman agreed, Erin wrote down her cell phone 
number and her name on a notepad on the counter. 

“Thank you,” said Erin as she slid the notepad across the 
counter to the woman. 

The four kids left the store and ran back to the school 
playground, just in time to catch the ‘Activities Bus.’ When 
they all got on, they gave each other high fives and sat down 
for the ride home. 

“Now we wait until Mrs. Johnson calls me before we do 
anything else,” said Erin with a smile.  
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Chapter 13 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
Where did the children go after school? 
 
How will Mrs. Johnson find out the truth about the figurines?  
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Make a prediction: Do you think Mrs. Johnson will call Erin? Why or why 
not?  
 
Now that we’re nearing the end of the book, what do you think—did 
Bobby Jones make the figurines, or did someone else? Justify your answer. 
 
5 & 6th Grade 
Think about how the story will play out if Mrs. Johnson does talk to Bobby 
Jones. If she tells him about the figurines, what do you think will happen 
next?  
 
Make a prediction: Will the Hidden Hollow Five confront Mr. Burke? If 
so, what do you think will happen? 
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Chapter 14 
The Seventh Grader 

 
There were no incidents at school the next day, and Mrs. 

Johnson didn’t call Erin until eight-thirty that evening. 
“Is this Erin Lewis?” she asked when Erin answered her 

cell phone. 
“Yes,” said Erin. 
“This is Mrs. Janice Johnson from The Art Store,” she 

said. “I’m calling to ask you and your friends to please stop by 
my store after school tomorrow. I’ve got an update on the 
Bobby Jones situation that I think you need to hear.” 

“We’ll be there,” said Erin excitedly. “We can take the 
‘Activities Bus’ home again. So, we’ll have about an hour that 
we can talk.” 

“That’s great,” Mrs. Johnson said. “I also wanted to warn 
you that Martin Burke stopped by today after school, and he 
saw your name on the notepad on my counter. He seemed 
quite upset when he saw it, and he demanded to know what 
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you were doing in my store. I told him it was none of his 
business, so he stormed out of here.” 

“Thanks for the warning,” said Erin. “He doesn’t like me 
very much.” 

“I figured that much,” she said, “but Erin, you just watch 
out for yourself. Okay?” 

“I will,” answered Erin, “thank you.” 
“Well, then, I’ll see you all here tomorrow afternoon,” 

said Mrs. Johnson. 
“We’ll be there.” 
“Goodbye,” said Mrs. Johnson, and she hung up. 
“That was strange,” said Erin as she put her phone down 

on the bedside table. 
“What was?” asked Kim as she walked into their 

bedroom. 
“The lady from the art store, Mrs. Johnson, just called and 

said she has some news for me about Bobby Jones. She also 
said that Mr. Burke stopped by the store this afternoon, saw 
my name on her notepad and was very upset.” 

“What are you going to do?” asked Kim. 
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“There’s not much I can do about it,” answered Erin. 
“Mrs. Johnson wants to see me, Matt, Amanda, and Jeremiah 
again tomorrow afternoon. So you and Becky will have to 
cover for us again.” 

“Why can’t we come along?” asked Kim. 
“I just explained that,” said Erin, “you and Becky need to 

tell Mom and Dad why we didn’t come home on the regular 
bus.” 

“And what am I supposed to tell Mom and Dad this 
time?” asked Kim. 

“You can tell them we are checking out middle school 
activities,” answered Erin, “Obviously! That’s why we’re 
coming home on the ‘Activities Bus.’” 

“Okay,” said Kim, “but just remember that Becky and I 
are part of the Hidden Hollow Five, too.” 

“Of course,” agreed Erin, “and you’ll be performing a 
vital function for the group by covering for us.” 

Kim smiled at that but still felt a little put-off by not being 
included in the afternoon trip. 

**** 
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The following day, when Erin and Kim got on the bus, 
they filled everyone in on what Mrs. Johnson said the night 
before, including that Mr. Burke was furious when he saw her 
name on the notepad. 

“What do you think he’s going to try to do today?” asked 
Matt. 

“Well, you all know what he tried to get me to do,” 
answered Jeremiah, “but don’t worry, Erin. I’ll put the word 
out that if anyone messes with you, they’ll have to deal with 
me.” 

“I’m not worried,” said Erin with confidence. “I can take 
care of myself. Remember the first day we met? I knocked you 
on your butt!” 

She smiled at Jeremiah, and Amanda giggled. Even Matt 
had to smile. 

“Not fair,” said Jeremiah glaring at Matt. “I wasn’t 
prepared for you pushing me, and anyways, Matt tripped 
me.” 

They all laughed at that as the bus pulled up to the school, 
but they stopped short when they saw Mr. Burke across the 
playground staring right in the direction of their bus.  
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Erin was the first one in their group to exit the bus. Just as 
she stepped off the bottom step, a seventh-grader walked up 
and bumped into her, nearly knocking her down. She stepped 
forward and started to say something, but Jeremiah stepped 
in front of her before she could respond. He got right up in 
the face of the seventh-grader and stared directly into his eyes. 

“You mess with my friend, Erin,” Jeremiah said, “and 
you’re messing with me as well.” 

“And me,” said Amanda. 
“And me,” said Matt. 
“And me,” chorused Kim and Becky at the same time. 
“And you can tell all of your loser friends that as well,” 

said Jeremiah. “Now run back to Mr. Burke and tell him you 
failed.” 

The seventh-grade kid balled his fists as if he were going 
to punch Jeremiah, but then he realized who he was messing 
with and backed off. “Yeah, you better back off,” said 
Jeremiah through gritted teeth. 

As the kid turned and walked off, Erin looked at the five 
of them. She had witnessed the whole incident and what 
everyone had said in her defense. 
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“Hey guys, that wasn’t necessary,” she said. “I can take 
care of myself.” 

Jeremiah kept glaring at the kid as he walked off. 
“Sometimes it’s good to have friends on your side. Besides, we 
can’t have you in detention this afternoon when we’re 
supposed to go to the art store… And you know, a simple 
thank you would be nice.” 

“You’re right,” Erin said, biting her lip. “Thank you all 
for your support.” 

She was proud of the Hidden Hollow Five and Jeremiah 
for their loyalty, but something wasn’t right. She looked up to 
see Mr. Burke, who had been watching the whole incident 
with intense interest. He turned away and followed the 
seventh-grader into the school. 

The bell rang, and the group headed for the door. As they 
approached the building, Bobby Jones walked out, carrying a 
toolbox in one hand and some work clothes in his other hand. 
He saw them and stopped. As the group grew closer, it 
appeared as if he was close to tears. 

“I’ve b-b-been f—fired by Mr. Burke.” 
“Why?” asked Erin. 
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“I told him I w-w-wasn’t g—going to m-m-make any 
more of the s—statues for him,” he said, “and he s-s-said that 
it w—was p-p-part of m—my work c-c-contract, so if I wasn’t 
g—going to m-m-make them anymore, then I n—no longer 
had a j-j-job here. And I w—was f-f-fired.” 

“But why did you tell him you weren’t going to make the 
statues,” asked Amanda. 

“Because Mrs. J—Johnson said I sh-sh-should not m-m-
make them f—for him anymore,” answered Bobby. 

“Don’t worry,” declared Amanda with confidence. “We’ll 
get your job back for you.” 

Bobby just smiled at her and then turned and walked off 
to his car. 

“How can you make that kind of promise?” asked Matt. 
“You shouldn’t promise something like that to him.” 

“You know my dad’s the mayor, right?” asked Amanda. 
When Erin and Matt groaned, she held up her hand with 

a big smile on her face. “I know, I know, but did I mention 
that he is also on the school board?”  
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Chapter 14 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
What happened to Erin as soon as she got off the bus?  
 
What happened to Bobby Jones in this chapter? How would you feel if you 
got fired from your job? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
Make an inference: Was Mr. Burke involved in the incident that happened 
to Erin as soon as she got off the bus? Support your answer with evidence 
from the text. 
 
Pretend you are Amanda’s father—Mayor and member of the school 
board. Write a 1-paragraph letter to Mr. Burke, convincing him to give 
Bobby Jones his job back. 
 
5 & 6th Grade 
One of the biggest conflicts in this book is the Hidden Hollow Five against 
Mr. Burke, an authority figure. How does conflict with an authority figure 
present a new set of challenges than conflict between peers?  
 
Make a prediction: How do you think Mr. Burke will treat Erin and the 
others now that he knows she visited The Art Store? 
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Chapter 15 
The Art Store 

 
They didn’t see Mr. Burke for the rest of the day, and that 

was just fine. Erin kept looking over her shoulder for any more 
problem students out to harass her, but nothing happened. 
She, Amanda, Matt, and Jeremiah all figured that either lunch 
or after school would be the logical times she would be most 
vulnerable. She thought something might happen at lunch 
because the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades ate together in 
the cafeteria. But if not at lunch, then after school. She was 
sure Mr. Burke would not let it go because he knew she talked 
to Mrs. Johnson at the art store. 

But amazingly, nothing happened for the rest of the day, 
and when the final bell rang, they let out a collective sigh of 
relief as they went to their lockers.  

“Let’s get out of here before anything can happen to 
Erin,” Jeremiah whispered. 
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Following the plan, Erin, Amanda, and Jeremiah left the 
school on a different set of stairs than they usually took and 
went out one of the school’s back doors. The door they used 
was on the opposite side of the school from the bus loading 
area, and Matt had volunteered to go out their usual way to 
see if there was any trouble brewing in the bus loading area. 

Sure enough, there were four of the biggest seventh-
graders and an eighth-grader standing by the door where Erin 
and the others usually made their exit. They hadn’t been in 
that spot all year, so Matt knew they were there for no good 
reason and probably looking for trouble. Matt went to one of 
the windows and looked for Mr. Burke but didn’t see him 
anywhere. He figured Burke had to be close by and ready to 
either expel or slap detentions on them when the trouble 
started. 

Matt turned and left the school through the same door 
that Erin, Amanda, and Jeremiah had exited. The three of 
them were waiting for him just off of the school property by 
the street. 

“Did anything happen?” asked Erin. 
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“There were four seventh-graders and an eighth-grader 
waiting for us outside our usual exit,” answered Matt. “I 
looked for Burke, but I didn’t see him anywhere. I figured he 
had to be close by, so I decided to come out the back way, 
too.” 

“Good job, Matt,” said Erin. 
Jeremiah agreed with Erin by playfully slapping Matt on 

the back, and Amanda smiled. The four of them started 
walking to the art store. 

At the store, Mrs. Johnson was waiting for them behind 
the counter. She smiled and welcomed them. “Come in, 
children, come in!” Her smile quickly faded to concern. “You 
were right. Bobby Jones made those figurines, not Martin 
Burke. It took some major coaxing, but he finally admitted it.” 

She shook her head in disgust and continued. “That 
despicable man told Bobby that it was a condition of his 
employment to make those chess sets and action figurines for 
him. Then he went ahead and put his initials on them and 
promoted them as if he was the artist who had made them!”  
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She paused for a moment. “And now I have to contact as 
many of the buyers as I can, and explain to them about the 
fraud that Martin perpetrated on them.” 

“Did you actually tell Bobby not to make any more of 
those art pieces for Mr. Burke?” asked Amanda. 

“I sure did,” said Mrs. Johnson. 
“You got him fired today!” exclaimed Amanda. 
“What are you talking about?” 
“When we came into school this morning, Bobby was 

leaving with his tools and work clothes,” Erin said. “Bobby 
said he told Mr. Burke he wasn’t going to make him any more 
of the figurines or chess sets… so Mr. Burke told him that he 
wasn’t doing what he was paid to do and fired him.” 

“As I said, that man is despicable,” said Mrs. Johnson. 
“Did Bobby tell you if he was going to appeal his firing to the 
school board?” 

“We didn’t know he could do that,” said Amanda, “and I 
don’t think Bobby even knows he can do it, either.” 

“Yes. That’s called due process,” said Mrs. Johnson, “and 
he needs to get that appeal turned into the school board before 
this month’s meeting—which is coming up next week. I’ll give 
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Bobby a call and walk him through all of the necessary 
paperwork for appealing his illegal firing.” 

“And I’ll talk to my dad in the meantime to let him know 
everything that has been happening,” said Amanda. She 
paused, and then continued. “He’s the mayor, you know. And 
he’s also on the school board.” 

“I know,” said Mrs. Johnson, “your daddy and I have 
worked together on many projects over the years.” 

“Really?”  
“We sure have,” Mrs. Johnson said with a wide smile. 

“I’m the school board president.”  
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Chapter 15 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
What is Mrs. Johnson’s job (outside of the art store)? 
 
What did we learn about Mr. Burke and the figurines? Did he make them? 
 
3 & 4th Grade 
What did we learn about Mrs. Johnson in this chapter, and why is it 
important?  
 
Make an inference: How do you think Mrs. Johnson’s job will impact what 
happens to Bobby, Mr. Burke, and the Hidden Hollow Five?  
 
5 & 6th Grade 
What does ‘due process’ mean and what does that mean for Bobby Jones 
and his job?  
 
Make a prediction: As we near the end of the book, what do you think will 
happen to the characters—Mr. Burke, Bobby Jones, the Hidden Hollow 
Five, and Jeremiah?  
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Chapter 16 
The School Board Meeting 

 
Before they left the art store, Erin told Mrs. Johnson what 

was happening at school. She told her how Mr. Burke had 
older kids try to pick a fight with her to get her put in detention 
and ultimately expelled from Rivers End School. 

“I told you he was an awful man,” said Mrs. Johnson, “but 
don’t you worry. I’ll put a stop to this right here and now.” 

She reached over, picked up the phone, dialed a number, 
and put the phone on speaker so that the kids could hear. The 
phone rang about four times before a voice on other end of 
the line came on. “Rivers End Middle and Elementary 
School, how may I help you?” 

It was the school secretary who answered the phone. 
“Hi Marge—Janice Johnson here, and I would like to 

speak with Martin Burke. Immediately.” 
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“He’s not in his office, Mrs. Johnson, but I can page him 
and have him call you right back,” said Marge. 

“That’s not acceptable. Please page Burke, and I’ll wait. I 
want to speak to him right away.” 

The secretary agreed and put Mrs. Johnson on hold. 
Music started playing as they waited for him to answer the 
phone. 

Erin looked at Matt, Amanda, and Jeremiah. They were 
smiling; she smiled back. The music played for about a 
minute, and suddenly it stopped. 

“Janice Johnson,” said Mr. Burke’s voice on the other end 
of the line, “what a pleasant surprise hearing from you today. 
What can I do for you?” 

“Hello Martin,” said Mrs. Johnson, “you can start by 
stopping your harassment of Erin Lewis immediately.” 

“I don’t know what you’re talking about.” 
“You know what I’m talking about,” said Mrs. Johnson, 

“and it’s going to stop immediately. Or you’re going to answer 
to the board.” 

There was silence on the other end of the line. 
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“And another thing,” she continued, “I understand you 
fired your maintenance man Bobby Jones this morning. May 
I ask why you fired him?” 

“Day-to-day personnel decisions like that are not the 
school board’s responsibility,” said Mr. Burke. 

“It will be the school board’s business when his appeal 
comes before the board at next week’s meeting. Then you’ll 
have to come before the board and explain your ‘personnel’ 
decision.”  

“He’s appealing his firing?” asked Mr. Burke. 
Everyone could hear the shock in his voice. Erin thought 

he sounded worried.  
“He sure is,” said Mrs. Johnson. “I have the paperwork 

right here in front of me.” She rustled some papers and 
continued. “It says that you fired him because he refused to 
make any more chess sets or action figurines for you. He says 
he has been making these things for nearly ten years, and you 
specifically told him it was a condition of his employment at 
Rivers End School. Is that true, Martin?” 
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Mr. Burke started sputtering on the other end of the line. 
He began to speak, stopped, started to talk again, but then he 
stammered to a stop. He was clearly flustered. 

Mrs. Johnson continued. “Those wouldn’t happen to be 
the same action figures and chess sets that you’ve been selling 
in my store under your name for the last decade, are they?” 

Mr. Burke didn’t answer and instead quickly hung up the 
phone. 

When he broke the connection, the kids cheered and gave 
each other high fives. Erin gave Mrs. Johnson a fist bump, and 
Mrs. Johnson smiled as she returned the phone to the receiver. 
“I don’t think he’s going to bother you anymore,” she said, 
“but if he does, tell him you’ll be talking to Janice Johnson 
after school.” 

Before they left, Mrs. Johnson assured them that she 
would do everything in her power to reinstate Bobby. After 
that, the kids left the store and walked back to school. They 
talked excitedly about everything that had happened so far, 
and how happy they were that Bobby Jones would get his job 
back.  
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When they arrived at the school playground, the bus 
wasn’t there yet, so they waited on the jungle gym. All of a 
sudden, Matt looked up and started speaking in a quiet voice. 

“Don’t look up, but Mr. Burke is staring at us from his 
office window.” 

Erin couldn’t resist. She looked up at his window and 
stared back at him. She kept staring at the window until Mr. 
Burke turned away. 

“I won that staring contest,” said Erin proudly, “he turned 
away first.” 

“I know what that feels like,” said Jeremiah, remembering 
when Erin stared him down in the cafeteria. They all looked 
at each other and laughed. Just then, the bus arrived, and the 
small group boarded without incident and went home. 

There were no incidences for the rest of that day, or the 
next, or the rest of the week, for that matter. True to her word, 
Mrs. Johnson put an end to any harassment of Erin. In fact, 
nobody bothered any of the kids as they went about their daily 
and weekly routines. 

When the Tuesday school board meeting convened the 
following week, Amanda’s dad said he would drive everybody 
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to and from the board meeting. The truth was, he was proud 
that his daughter and her friends talked to him about what 
happened between Mr. Burke and Bobby Jones. He liked the 
fact that the kids didn’t try to work it out on their own. They 
took their concerns to someone in authority, and in this case, 
Mrs. Johnson, the owner of the art store, who also happened 
to be the school board president. Not only that, Amanda and 
her friends were willing to see it through by coming to the 
board meeting and telling the board what they knew about the 
situation. 

      **** 
 The table in the front of the room was U-shaped. Janice 

Johnson was seated in the center of the table and Amanda’s 
dad was seated directly to her right. The principal of the 
school, Lillian Grace, was seated at the table with the other 
school board members. It was a formal meeting, and the kids 
were impressed. 

The Hidden Hollow Five and Jeremiah were all sitting in 
the audience section alongside Bobby Jones and Mr. Burke. 
The only other person in the audience was a newspaper 
reporter sitting in the corner by herself. Mr. Burke kept 



Hidden Hollow Five: The Tinkerer’s Tressure (Contest Version - Book 3) Copyright © 2022   James R. Lewis.   Youth Inspired Publishing, LLC 
 

 148 

looking over at them and glaring. Bobby smiled every time he 
looked at them. He was holding a copy of the paperwork he 
had submitted to the board. 

The meeting formally convened and went on for what felt 
like a million years. At least that’s what Erin thought as she sat 
there while the board members talked about expenditures, 
budgets, and policies. It took forever for them to get around 
to the Bobby Jones appeal, but the moment finally came, and 
Bobby stood up and went to the podium. 

Even though he had the stutter, Erin thought he argued 
his case very well. 

“I s-s-started w—working for the s-s-school system n—
nearly t-t-ten years ago and I sh—showed one of m-m-my 
figurines to M-M-Mr. B-B-Burke. Mr. B—Burke told me th-
th-that I c—could use w-w-work time to m-m-make more of 
them.” 

“He s-s-said that b—because I was allowed to u-u-use 
work t—time that m-m-making the st—statues would be p-p-
part of my j—job responsibilities.” 

One of the board members asked Bobby approximately 
how many hours per week he spent on the figurines, and 
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Bobby answered none. He said he never felt right getting paid 
for making the chess sets and statues on work time. 

“But didn’t you make them in a workshop in the school?” 
asked the board member. 

“Y—ye,” said Bobby, “b-b-but I always w—worked on 
the p-p-pieces on my b-b-break time and after work. I n—
never w-w-worked on them d-d-during my p—paid hours. 
You can e—even ask the other m-m-m-maintenance p—
people who w-w-w-work there.” 

There were a few more questions. Then the board 
wrapped up the interview with Bobby Jones. Erin and the 
others sat patiently, waiting to testify, but one of the board 
members made a motion to go into closed session, and 
another board member seconded the motion. The decision 
was unanimously passed. 

After the motion passed, the board took a short break, and 
Mrs. Johnson and Amanda’s dad came over to them. 

“It is so nice that you all came tonight in support of Bobby 
Jones,” she said. 

“Are we going to have to testify?” asked Amanda. 
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She smiled at the kids. “Wait in the lobby with Bobby, and 
we’ll call you if we need you.” 

She turned and went back to her chair at the table. 
Amanda’s dad hesitated for a moment and then turned to 
Amanda. “Your mother and I are proud of you and your 
friends for coming forward with what you knew about Bobby 
and Mr. Burke.”  

With a smile, he turned and walked back to his seat. 
Shortly after that, they closed the doors to the room and 

left the kids, Bobby, and the reporter out in the lobby alone. 
Mr. Burke went into the closed session with the board. 

After what seemed like forever, there was a commotion 
behind the closed doors. There was a whole lot of shouting 
and suddenly the doors burst open, and out came Mr. Burke. 
He slammed the door shut and stomped over to Erin, pointing 
his finger at her. 

“You’re the cause of all of this!” he yelled, shaking his 
finger in her face. 

Jeremiah stood up and wedged himself between Mr. 
Burke and Erin. Matt and Amanda, along with Becky and 
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Kim, stood and positioned themselves on either side of 
Jeremiah. 

Mr. Burke abruptly stopped his ranting and stomped out 
of the door and into the night. The reporter looked at the six 
kids intently. She looked as if she wanted to ask what that was 
all about, but she didn’t. 

The door to the meeting room opened, and most of the 
board members came out and started to leave. The reporter 
cornered one of them and began asking questions. Mrs. 
Johnson and Amanda’s dad were still seated in their chairs. 
Mrs. Johnson looked up at the kids and motioned for them to 
come in. They walked over to the table. 

“It’s over,” she said to the kids. “Bobby Jones will be back 
on the job with full pay by next week. We’re even paying him 
for the time he was gone, so he is held harmless.” 

“What does ‘held harmless’ mean?” asked Becky. 
“It means he won’t lose even one cent of pay,” said her 

dad. 
“That’s right,” said Mrs. Johnson. “He got himself a fully-

paid two-week vacation.” 
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“What about all of the artwork that Mr. Burke stole from 
him?” asked Erin. 

“I’m afraid there’s not much we can do about that,” said 
Amanda’s dad. “That’s a civil suit that Bobby will have to 
pursue in court if he wants to recover any of the money from 
Martin Burke. I think he should just let it go and move forward 
from here.” 

“You mean Mr. Burke is just getting off free and clear?” 
asked Jeremiah. 

“Not necessarily free and clear,” said Amanda’s dad. He 
smiled over at Mrs. Johnson. “Do you want to be the one to 
tell them, Janice?” 

She nodded her head and looked at the kids. “We fired 
Martin Burke this evening pending a full investigation by the 
principal, Mrs. Grace. He’s been put on administrative leave 
pending the outcome. So, he won’t be around to bug any of 
you anymore.” 

*** 
The next four days at school were great. Martin Burke 

was no longer the vice principal, nobody set out to harass Erin 
or any of her friends, and best of all, Jeremiah was accepted 
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by the rest of the students now that he was regularly hanging 
out with Erin and the rest of the group.  

The following Monday, Bobby Jones was waiting for the 
kids on the playground. The Hidden Hollow Five and 
Jeremiah walked up to him. There were smiles all around and 
a bunch of high fives. 

“It’s good to see you back, Bobby,” said Erin. 
“It’s g-g-good to b-b-be back,” said Bobby with a big 

smile. 
“Mr. Burke is gone, and all is well at Rivers End School,” 

said Matt. “We’ve got a new, temporary vice principal who’s 
nice. She was one of the second-grade teachers here at the 
school. Amanda and I had her when we were in second 
grade.” 

“Bobby, are you still going to make your figurines?” asked 
Amanda. 

“Mrs. J—Johnson w-w-w-wants m-m-me to,” said Bobby. 
“Sh—she says th-th-that I can m-m-make a lot of m—money 
as an artist.” 

“So, are you going to do it?” asked Amanda again. 
“I’m sure th-th-thinking about it.” 



Hidden Hollow Five: The Tinkerer’s Tressure (Contest Version - Book 3) Copyright © 2022   James R. Lewis.   Youth Inspired Publishing, LLC 
 

 154 

Just then the bell rang, and the playground rapidly 
emptied. Soon Erin, Amanda, Matt, Jeremiah, and Bobby 
were the only ones left out there. 

“We need to get to class,” said Erin. She reached out and 
pulled Bobby into a hug. 

“Th-th-th-thank you for everything,” he whispered. 
She just smiled at him as everyone else shook his hand and 

once again welcomed him back to the school. They said their 
final goodbyes and raced to their classrooms. They were 
seated seconds before the final bell rang. 

When Erin opened her desk, there was a small package 
sitting there, wrapped in a beautiful ribbon. She opened the 
box, and inside was another action figurine. This figure had 
the same pose as the earlier one Bobby gave her, but this one 
was even more detailed than the first. Erin turned it upside-
down, and on the bottom was ‘BJ.’ She smiled at that and 
turned to show Amanda and Matt. 

When she looked over at her friends, they each had a 
figure in their hands, too. All three of the sculptures were in 
different poses, each depicting their personalities. The 
figurines looked, of course, just like Amanda and Matt. Erin 
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glanced back at Jeremiah and noticed that he, too, had an 
action figurine of his own. Jeramiah was shocked as he looked 
closely at the statue of himself.  In the center of Jeremiah’s 
figure was an enlarged heart. Not in a million years did he 
think he would have friends again, including Bobby. He 
realized maybe being a bully wasn’t all he was capable of at 
school.  

After the school day ended, the Hidden Hollow Five all 
met on the playground along with Jeremiah. Kim and Becky 
had also received similar figurines.  

Amanda commented, “Bobby really is a Tinkerer like Ms. 
Johnson said!”  

With big grins on their faces, they all high fived. It was just 
the beginning of the school year and the Hidden Hollow Five 
had already solved another mystery. Rivers End was turning 
out to better than Erin and Kim ever imagined. They couldn’t 
wait to see what other adventures were coming next!  

 
     THE END 
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Chapter 16 Discussion Questions 
 
K – 2nd Grade 
What did the Hidden Hollow Five (and Jeremiah) get at the end of the 
book? 
 
What was your favorite part of the book?  
 
3 & 4th Grade 
If you were Bobby and creating figurines for Jeremiah and the members of 
the Hidden Hollow Five, what character traits would you focus on and 
why? How would you represent them through etching? 
 
Jeremiah’s character changed from the beginning of the book to the end. 
Describe how he’s changed.  
 
5 & 6th Grade 
Jeremiah has transformed from the beginning of the book to the end. In 
what ways has he grown, and do you believe that his transformation is 
true? Share your thoughts in a 1-2 paragraph response.   
 
Now that the Hidden Hollow Five has solved another mystery, do you 
think that they’ll add Jeremiah to their group? Why or why not? 
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